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Introduction

As society slowly became less and less conservative over the centuries, humans started

looking into the idea of sexual orientation and homosexuality. This idea was not well perceived by

most and therefore lots of homsexuals were executed throughout the ages due to their sexual

orientation. Moreover, many see it as a bad thing due to its unnaturalness as reprodcution can only

be carried out by two individuals of opposite genders, therefore meaning same sex partners can not

reproduce. The issue lies in the legality of homosexuality which is something to be chosen by each

soverign nation although opinions can be swayed through actions. As of July 2021, 69 nations

criminalize homosexuality with around half of these nations being located on the African continent,

in nations characterized by the need of delevopment and high levels of conservatism. Nonetheless,

the LGBTQ community has slowly become a worlwide movement with a very large support from the

general public whereas this support was in no way there just a few decades ago which demonstrates

that progress is being made for the social safety and normality of the LGBTQ community.

Therefore, we can conclude that the LGBTQ community has been oppressed and socially

challenged and it seems as though those challenges will stay in several nations for a long time.

Nonetheless, lots of progress has been made in the favor of the LGBTQ community which implies

that society is slowly accepting the community as one of its own.  Clear examples of this are the

legalization of same-sex marriage in dozens of nations throughout the last decade.
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Definition of Key Terms

LGBTQ Community

The LGBT community (also known as the LGBTQ+ community, GLBT community, or the gay

community) is a loosely defined grouping of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, LGBT organizations,

and subcultures, united by a common culture and social movements.

Homosexual

A person who is sexually attracted to people of their own sex.

Execution

The carrying out of a sentence of death on a condemned person.

Criminalization

The action of turning an activity into a criminal offence by making it illegal.

Sovereignty

Sovereignty is the supreme authority within a territory. Sovereignty entails hierarchy within the

state, as well as external autonomy for states.

Community

A group of people living in the same place or having a particular characteristic in common.

Background Information

Pursuit of Equality

Currently, the LGBTQ community has equal rights and oportunties in the majority of nations

worldwide although they still face social challenges quite often. Nonetheless, the rights of the LGBTQ

community have evolved over time to a very large extent, demonstrating that with the flow of time

the sexual orientation of people is becoming accepted more and more. However, this does not take

away from the 69 nations that still criminalize the LGBTQ community to this day which is something
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that causes severe outrage amongst homosexuals. Moreover, Some of the most notable events

which have occured recently in regards to the LGBTQ community include the legalization of

same-sex marriage in the Netherlands which was the first nation to ever leglize same sex marriage

in 2003 and also the proposion of the Family Resilience Bill in Indonesia in 2020. Lastly,

homosexuality has existed since the beggining of human race, with homosexual activity exisiting in

all documented cultures and civilizations. Nonetheless, the LGBTQ was looked down upon since the

beginning of times up until the 21st century when its existence started to receive acceptance and

respect from millions worldwide.

Major Countries and Organisations Involved

Saudi Arabia

Saudi Arabia is one of the nations with the harshest restrictions and criminilaztions of the LGBTQ

community. In Saudi Arabia, crimes such as same-sex marriage are punishable by law with

sentences up to the death penalty. In 2019, several public executions of citizens charged with

same-sex intercourse were carried out in Saudi streets, via the sword beheading method. Moreover,

Saudi Arabia is thought to be the country with the strongest anti-LGBTQ regimen and laws.

Netherlands

The Netherlands on the other hand is thought to be the nation with the most accepting and inclusive

LGBTQ regulations/laws. The Netherlands became the first nation to legalize same-sex marriage in

2001 and has not looked back since, placing no regulations which put the LGBTQ at a social

disadvatnage meaning there is complete equality between heterosexuals and members of the

LGBTQ community. It is also considered by many to be the nation which is most supportive of the

LGBTQ community as it gives them completely quality and did so before any other nation would.

Nigeria

Nigeria is another nation which has opted to criminalize the LGBTQ community and its actions.

Members of the community face several legal and social adversities which have caused backlash

from foreign governments which have openly gone against the beliefs of Nigeria. Furthermore, the

maximum legal punishment which members of the LGBTQ community can face due to their actions
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is death by stoning. This is an example of Sharia law which has been adopted by several muslim

states.

United States

The United States currently legally allows same sex marriage and all homosexual actions although

this was most definetely not the case just a few decades ago. Prior to 1962, all 50 states of the

United States of America criminalized homosexual actions such as same sex marriage but slowly

began legalizing these acts leading up to a fully legalized LGBTQ america.

Spain

Spain is a nation which is absolutely for the existence of the LGBTQ community and has

demonstrated just that through their acts. They have completely legalized the community and have

one of the highest rates of LGBTQ community members at 6.9% meaning that 6.9 out of 100 citizens

in Spain are part of the LGBTQ community. The only nation with a higher rate is Germany standing

at 7.4%.

Indonesia

Indonesia is also a nation which is strongly against the LGBTQ community. However, what makes

their actions towards the community unique is the punishment they have chosen. The maximum

punishment available in Indonesia is eight years of imprisonment and 100 lashes which is a method

of punishment which no other nation has deployed. Nonetheless,Indonesia has slowly eased their

punishments over the last few decades which is why many believe we could see the complete

legalization of the LGBTQ communit in the coming decades.
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Timeline of Events

Date Description of event

1835 The last execution due to homosexuality in
Europe occurs in Great Britain.

1924

1953

1961

2001

Hary Gerber founds the Society for Human
Rights in Chicago which is the first documented
organization for gay rights.

President Dwight D. Eisenhower signs an
executive order that bans homosexuals from
working for the federal government, saying
they are a security risk.

Illinois becomes the first state to decriminalize
homosexuality by repealing their sodomy laws.

The Netherlands become the first nation to
legalize same-sex marriage.

2011 United Nations general assembly resolution
A/HRC/17/L.9/Rev.1 is passed which aims to
provide the LGBTQ community more equal
opportunities  in comparison to straight
individuals.

2015
The United States legalizes same-sex marriage
in all 50 states.
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2016
A mass shooting occurs in Gay club “Pulse” in
Orlando which leaves 49 dead and over 50
severly injured.

2020 The “Family Resilience bill” is proposed in
Indonesia which if passed would force all
members of the LGBTQ community into
rehabilitation.

Relevant UN Treaties and Resolutions

United Nations general assembly resolution A/HRC/17/L.9/Rev.1

This resolution proposed and passed by the United Nations general assembly states that LGBTQ

citizens deseve and must be given equal rights as they are all humans and several prior resolutions

state that all humans are born free and equal with equivalent rights and therefore LGBTQ

community members may not be oppressed due to their sexual orientation and desires. Moreover,

this resolution is from the year 2011.

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue

There have been several previous attempts to solve this issue which have all helped raise

awareness. Nonetheless, almost none of these attempts have been successful in swaying the minds

of political leaders in nations which criminalize the LGBTQ. Moreover, no resolution in recent

decades advocating for the LGBTQ has not been passed as the vast majority of nations support the

community, therefore making it very difficult for a resolution in favor of the community not to pass.

Furthermore, there have been endless organisations which have come out of the woodwork

throughout the years. Some of the most notable include the Human Rights Campaign(HRC) and the

National LGBTQ Task Force which both strive for more gay rights and a higher acceptance as these

oganisations believe that homosexuals face far too many social challenges. Although both of these

organisations have brought light to this “Issue”, not much if any legitimate progress has been made

because of their efforts, therefore making them failed organisations.
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Possible Solutions

Due to the unique nature of this issue, there is no one size fits all solution as several

countries are openly against the LGBTQ community and are therefore not willing to adopt solutions

involving the complete legality of same sex marriage or any type of non heterosexual. Moreover,

there is not much that individual nations can do to change the minds of these nations as it is their

choice as a sovereign nation. However, a solution  which has  been suggested perenially in the

drafting of UN resolutions include the complete legalization of the LGBTQ community and any

homosexual marriage and/or intercourse. Nonetheless, due to the previously mentioned factors

which contribute to making this a hard issue to tackle, its highly likely that this solution will not be

implemented any time soon throughout all nations although it has been stated by several renowned

politicians that they believe over the next few decades we will see several nations which criminalize

the LGBTQ community switch over to the non-criminalizing side of things.
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