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Introduction

The Israeli-Palestinian issue stems from conflicting claims of ownership over the territory

that Palestinians deem as Palestine and Israelis as Israel and, even though cultural and religious

arguments from both sides have their origin in ancient sacred texts, the source of modern conflict

can be traced back to 1915. For over a century, political alliances between Western powers and

economic motives have been determining the future of not only the historic territory of Palestine,

but of the people residing in it. As of 2021, the territories recognized as the Occupied Palestinian

Territories by competent legal authorities such as the International Court of Justice (ICJ) and the

United Nations Security Council (UNSC) include the West Bank, East Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip

(IMEU, “Fact Sheet: The Palestinian Authority”). The State of Palestine is a non-member observer in

the United Nations (while enjoying bilateral recognition from 139 states, “Diplomatic Relations”) and

is, in theory, the de jure sovereign state that has control over the West Bank, the Gaza Strip and East

Jerusalem. However, this is not the reality.

In 1964 the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) was established in order to materialize

the Palestinian national movement. Following the Oslo Accords of 1993, the Palestinian National

Authority (PNA) was formed and designated as the administrative organ that would be granted

power to govern over the Occupied Palestinian Territories and, therefore, became a subordinate

organ of the PLO which was in charge of exercising the organization’s authority over said territories

(Masri). The current president of the PNA is Mahmoud Abbas, with his Fatah party controlling this

body. Even though the Fatah government should be recognized as the legitimate and sovereign

governing body of the Occupied Palestinian Territories, it only governs over the West Bank. In
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contrast, Israel retains major control over East Jerusalem, with Palestinians receiving identifying

cards and being excluded from voting in the national elections (Greenwald). The Gaza Strip is

administered by the Islamic Resistance Movement (English for Ḥarakat al-Muqāwamah al-Islāmiyyah,

also known as Hamas), which is the largest militant Palestinian nationalist and Islamist movement

operating accross the Palestinian territories. Although the group won the 2006 elections and ousted

the Fatah government only to later form a coalition in 2014, the organization’s control over the Gaza

Strip has now been transformed into a de facto government which struggles to provide the basic

economic conditions for its population (Britannica, “Hamas”). In summary, even though the PNA

should be the leading political entity in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, its power is greatly

diluted as it also struggles to exercise its authority over the West Bank. This power diffusion greatly

incites instability while hindering the advancement of peace negotiations, simply because the two

major representatives of the State of Palestine often have conflicting ideals and interests, causing

their actions to be disjointed.

As for Israel’s claims over the land of Israel (which includes the territory of the ancient

Israelite kingdom on both sides of the Jordan river), they are based on four main arguments: (i) the

belief that God promised the territory to the patriarch Abraham, (ii) the fact that Jewish people are

said to have settled in and developed the land, (iii) the international community granting the Jewish

community sovereignty over the territory of Palestine and, lastly (iv) the premise that the territory

had been captured in defensive wars (Bard). Meanwhile, the Israeli state has continuously opposed

the Arab state’s bid for statehood in the UN General Assembly, therefore not recognizing the State

of Palestine as a sovereign actor within global politics (Prusher). Furthermore, it recognizes

(alongside other prominent states and intergovernmental organizations such as the United States or

the European Union) Hamas as a terrorist group and thus doesn’t believe the organization’s de facto

control over Gaza to be legitimate (“What is driving the terror wave?”).

The political insecurity in the region alongside the powerful alliances that Israel has

established entails that finding a satisfactory solution for both parties is proving to be incredibly

difficult, with there being no clear indication of when this conflict could end.
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Definition of Key Terms

Intifadah

The word “intifadah” (also known as intifada, English for intifāḍah) is used to refer to either of the

popular uprisings of the Palestinian populations in the West Bank and Gaza Strip as a sign of protest

against Israel’s occupation of the territories.

Occupation

A territory can be considered occupied when it is placed under the control of a hostile army

(“Convention (IV) respecting the Laws and Customs of War on Land and its annex: Regulations

concerning the Laws and Customs of War on Land”).

Zionism

Zionism is understood to be a Jewish national movement with the goal of creating a Jewish national

state in the territories previously known as Palestine, which Zionists claim is the ancient homeland

of the Jews. Despite having emerged in Europe in the late 19th century, the movement is a

continuation of the religious and cultural attachment of the Jewish religion to the historical region of

Palestine, especially to the territory of Jerusalem (Britannica, “Zionism”).

De facto

The phrase, which is Latin for “in fact”, is used to make reference to a state, government or action

that is considered illegal or illegitimate but must be accepted for practical purposes. It is the

contrary of de jure (“de facto”).

De jure

Latin for “lawful” the phrase de jure represents the opposite to de facto: it is used to make reference

to a state, government or action that it is considered legal and legitimate. In the case of a

government, a certain political party might be considered the de jure leader of a state while another

group might be considered the de facto leaders because they have actual possession of authority

and control over the state (“de jure”).
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Background Information

A brief history of Palestine during the first half of the 20th century

The involvement of Western superpowers in Middle Eastern affairs is oftentimes considered

the main catalyst for conflict in the region, and the Israel-Palestine conflict is no exception. Between

1915 and 1916, Hussein ibn Ali (emir of Mecca) and Sir Henry McMahon (which was the British high

commissioner in Egypt) engaged in an exchange of letters where the establishment of an

independent Arab state was promised in exchange of Arab support against the Ottoman Empire

(“Hussein McMahon correspondence). However, in November of 1917, the Balfour Declaration was

issued, where the British foreign secretary (Arthur James Balfour) expressed Britain’s support for the

“establishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people” in a letter to a leader of the

Anglo-Jewish community, Lionel Walter Rothschild (“Balfour Declaration”). The declaration was a call

for respect concerning the civil and religious rights of non-Jewish people and, therefore, defending

the rights of the Palestinian people (“Balfour Declaration”).

Between April 19 and April 26, the Conference of San Remo took place. Concerning the

former territory of Syria in the Ottoman empire, two ‘A’ mandates were created: the northern half

(Syria and Lebanon) was placed under French control and the southern area (Palestine) was

awarded to Great Britain. The country became the mandatory power of the territory and had the

obligation to implement the Balfour Declaration (thus, facilitating Jewish immigration into Palestine)

while ensuring that the rights and freedoms of non-Jewish communities didn’t see themselves

threatened (Britannica, “Conference of San Remo”) (Database, “San Remo Conference (1920)”).

Due to the massive influx of Jewish immigration, rioting erupts in Jaffa and Tel Aviv, rapidly

spreading through the rest of Palestine and marking the beginning of the 1936 Arab Revolt. 16 Jews

and 5 Palestinians were killed as a result of the initial violence. The goals of the revolt were to

prompt a change in British policy by limiting or ending large-scale Jewish immigration, banning the

further selling of land to Jews and enabling Palestinians to form their own national government.

Thousands of Arabs were mobilized and a nationalistic sentiment spread through the Arabic press,

schools and literary circles. By 1939, the Zionists had armed more than 15,000 Jews in their own

nationalist movement (Just Vision Team). The Royal Commission of Inquiry to Palestine (also known

as the Peel Commission), was established in 1936 to find a solution to the Arab Revolt (Bartal). The

Great Arab Revolt officially ended during the last months of 1939. Although it marked the birth of a

national identity which would continue being developed throughout the years, the insurgency was
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unsuccessful in many other ways. The prominent Arab leaders, fathers of the movement, were

either killed, arrested or deported, leaving an unarmed and unmotivated population behind.

Meanwhile, the Jews were united behind Ben-Gurion, while the Haganah (the Zionist military

organization in Mandatory Palestine) was allowed to arm itself, allowing it to cooperate effectively

with British forces in attacks against Arabs (“Palestine”) (Britannica, “Haganah”).

The Palestinian National Movement: The effects of the 1947 Partition Plan

In 1947, the United Nations Special Committee on Palestine (UNSCOP) issued a report on the

situation of the Palestinian state, once again suggesting that the territory should be divided into

three areas: the Arab state, the Jewish state and the City of Jerusalem, which would remain as an

international territory (corpus separatum). This was then materialized through Resolution 181,

adopted by two-thirds of the General Assembly (see Relevant UN Treaties and Resolutions for more

information).

As tensions in the area grew, the Arab League expressed its commitment to the Palestinian

cause while the United States both formally expressed its opposition towards the forceful

implementation of Resolution 181 and called for the UNSCOP to suspend its efforts and the issue be

taken up by the General Assembly (“Palestine”).

On May 14, 1948, the State of Israel declared its independence and, within hours, had gained

de facto recognition by the United States and de jure recognition by the Soviet Union. This marked

the beginning of al-nakbah for Palestinians. In 1964, the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) was

formed under the leadership of Ahmed Shukhairy, claiming to be the sole representative of the

Palestinian people. Its original covenant (the Palestinian National Charter) primarily called for the

liberation of the Palestinian people and the establishment of an independent Arab state.

Additionally, a Palestinian National Court (PNC) was formed to serve as the supreme body of the

Palestine Liberation Organization. At first, the court was composed of civilian representatives of

various areas. However, in 1968, representatives of guerilla organizations were allowed to

participate (History.com, “Palestine Liberation Organization is founded”) (“Palestinian National

Charter (Covenant)”).

Border disputes soon emerged, culminating in the 1967 Six-Day War, where Israeli forces

devastated Jordanian, Syrian and Iraqi air forces, establishing the young state as the dominant force

in the Middle East. These events led to Israeli forces being able to capture the Old City of Jerusalem
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as well as the Syrian Golan Heights. The war finally ended on June 10, 1967 through a United

Nations-brokered peace treaty, and left around 800 Israelis and over 20,000 Palestinians dead

(History.com, “Six-Day War”). In 1968, due to the fact that Palestine and its Arab allies had been

defeated by Israeli forces, the PLO sees itself forced to ammend the 1964 Palestinian Charter to

reflect the new reality: Palestine no longer denied Israel’s right to exist and Yasser Arafat became the

new leader of the organization (“Palestinian National Charter (Covenant)”).

The first intifadah began on December 9, 1987, as a demonstration of the deep indignation

that Palestinians felt against Israeli occupation, with the protest using very sophisticated tactics,

such as union-organized strikes, commercial boycotts and closures, and demonstrations (Karkar).

This surge of Palestinian nationalism concluded in 1988. At the 19th session of the Palestine

National Council (PNC), taking place between November 12 and November 15 1988, Yasser Arafat

successfully persuaded the council to issue a declaration of independence for a state of Palestine in

the West Bank and Gaza Strip, without specifying the borders of the state but proclaiming that its

capital would be found in Jerusalem. Within a few days, over 25 countries had recognized the state

(including the Soviet Union and Egypt, Isseroff).

After the Madrid Conference and the signing of the Oslo Peace Accords (see Previous

Attempts to solve the Issue for more information), it seemed like Israeli-Palestinian relations were

being somewaht ameliorated. On July 1, 1994, Arafat was able to end his 27-year exile and finally

re-entered Gaza, proclaiming that this conformed the first free Palestinian land. Later, in 1995, the

Palestinian leader, the Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and the Foreign Minister Shimon Peres

signed an agreement that allowed for the extension of Palestinian self-rule in the West Bank (BBC

News, “1994: Yasser Arafat ends 27-year exile”) (Ibrahim).

The Modern Conflict: Developments since 2000

Nevertheless, this improved diplomatic relationship soon ended. In the spring of 2002, Israeli

troops reoccupied all of the territories in the West Bank which belonged to the State of Palestine.

Furthermore, in June of that same year, under the pretext of a concern for security, Israel began

unilaterally building a wall with the intention of separating Palestinians in the West Bank to those in

Israel and occupied East Jerusalem. Although the Israeli government still defends that these

measures were necessary to ensure the security of the Jewish state, both the construction of the

wall and the occupation of the territories are deemed illegitimate, as was shown through a 2004
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International Court of Justice advisory opinion (IMEU, “Israel & International Law: The West Bank

Wall”). The Israeli forces overpowered the Palestine Authority (alternative name for the PNA) and

increased movement restrictions on Palestinian citizens of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip.

Ultimately, because of these actions, all negotiations reached a total impasse. The further

occupation only ended in 2005, once Israel withdrew from some parts of the West Bank and from

the entire Gaza Strip (“Palestine”).

Palestinian political instability began to flourish once again as, in 2006, Hamas beat Fatah in

the elections for the Palestinian Legislative Council. Even though a coalition government was

eventually formed, Hamas forcefully took control of the Gaza Strip, forcing Abbas to declare a state

of emergency in June 2007. As Israel recognizes the group as a terrorist organization and, therefore

viewed the Gaza trip under the Hamas administration as a hostile entity, it imposed a blockade.

Israel and Hamas ultimately agreed to a six month ceasefire (brokered by Egypt) but, once it expired,

Hamas accused Israel of violating its provisions and refused to renew it, triggering a 22-day conflict

that finished with each side declaring a unilateral ceasefire. Since then, Israel’s tensions with Hamas

have largely defined the nature of the Israeli-Palestinian relationship (“Palestine”). Overall, the

nature of the Israeli-Palestinian relationship can be described as one defined by short periods of

violence (usually as a consequence of one of the actors claiming that the other has violated the

terms of a previous agreement) which need international mediation to achieve a temporary

ceasefire.

Donald Trump became President on January 20, 2017 and, before the year had even ended,

he had already formally recognized Jerusalem as the capital of Israel and instructed his State

Department to begin the transfer of the US Embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem (Pappas).

The new consular building was opened on May 14, 2018, with protests spreading throughout the

West Bank and the Gaza Strip. Retaliation from Israeli forces left at least 52 Palestinians dead and

another 2,400 wounded within the first 24 hours (BBC News“Gaza clashes: 52 Palestinians killed on

deadliest day since 2014”) (Epatko). The State of Palestine to institute its proceedings against the

United States of America concerning the relocation of the Embassy on September 28, 2018 in the

International Court of Justice, also known as ICJ (International Court of Justice). To date, there have

been no major developments of the case for a number of reasons: the United States does not

recognize the jurisdiction of the ICJ, the legal doctrine of the Monetary Gold Principle might hinder the

Court’s ability to issue judgement and it is still disputed whether Palestine has the right to file a case

in the ICJ considering that its statehood remains largely questioned.
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Violent conflict has persisted in Palestine despite efforts from different actors to reach a

satisfactory solution for both parties. Moreover, tensions in the region have drastically increased as

more Arab states have begun recognizing Israel. On September 15, 2020, the Abraham Accords were

signed, marking the commencement of bilateral diplomatic relations between the United Arab

Emirates and Israel.

Tensions escalated once again in 2021 (for more information on how the events unfolded,

please see the Timeline section). Despite ultimately achieving a truce, political and military tensions

have greatly increased, with these events marking the surge of a new wave of violence and

discrimination while reviving Palestinian’s dreams for independence and, possibly, starting a third

intifadah.

Major Countries and Organisations Involved

United States of America

Since 1945, the United States has been greatly involved in the Palestinian question, and has

been Israel’s largest ally since then, protecting the country (mainly through its prominent positon in

intergovernmental organziations such as the UN Security Council) and has always strived to make its

foreign policy concerning Israel incredibly clear to the rest of the world. The 1995 Jerusalem

Embassy Act is a public law passed in the United States which recognizes Jerusalem as the capital of

Israel while calling for the relocation of the US Embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. Although the

deadline for the move was May 31, 1999, the Act included provisions that allowed for the President

to invoke a six-month waiver of the application of the law (and reissue it every six months) in case

there were national security concerns. This has been the course of action for Clinton, Bush and

Obama, who all claimed that, while they were committed to the relocation, they didn’t want the US

to play a further role in destabilizing the region, and were waiting for the Israel-Palestine conflict to

be solved before making any drastic changes (Congressional Research Service) (Waxman). However,

Trump’s promises during his 2016 campaign to the Jewish-American community (which is said to

have greatly helped in securing the former President’s victory) as well as his liking for being the

protagonist of unprecedented historical moments led him to officially recognize Jerusalem as the

capital of Israel (Farrell). The main consequence of this decision is clear: the Arab world, specially

Palestinians, are now unable to view the US as a neutral broker, largely damaging the peace

negotiations. It should be further noted that the Jewish community is extremely important in the US,
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especially when it comes to political lobbying, simply because of how large it is. As of 2019, nearly

40% of the world’s Jews lived in the United States, amounting to an estimated 6.7 million individuals

(“Vital Statistics: Jewish Population of the World”). Since Joe Biden’s entry into office, the United

State’s stance towards Palestine has dramatically softened. In April 2021, the Biden administration

announced plans to restore $235 million in aid towards the Palestinian cause - financial support that

had been cut during Trump’s Presidency. This is not only a sign of relief for Palestinians, but also

represents the United State’s attempt to reposition itself as a neutral mediator in order to persuade

both Israel and the State of Palestine to cooperate and work towards a two-state solution  (BBC

News, “Biden administration to restore $235m in US aid to Palestinians”).

Israel

As previously mentioned, Israel declared independence in 1948, marking the official

establishment of the Jewish state. In 1950, the Knesset adopted a proclamation declaring Jerusalem

as the capital of the State of Israel, despite the fact that the status of the Holy City is still questioned

(Center for Israel Education, “Knesset Declares Jerusalem Capital of Israel”). The country is currently

headed by Prime Minister Naftali Bennett and President Isaac Herzog. Israel has been largely

criticized for its enactment of Basic Law in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, as well as for

facilitating the transfer of Israeli citizens into these regions (illegal under international law according

to the 1907 Hague Regulations and the Fourth Geneva Convention, ICRC Legal Team). Nevertheless,

Israel maintains that all of its actions are lawful, simply because they maintain that they have

sovereignty over these territories. Furthermore, multiple non-governmental organizations (NGOs),

such as Amnesty International, have reported grave violations of the human rights of Palestinians,

including institutionalized discrimination, displacement, unlawful killings of children, the imposition

of an illegal blockade on Gaza (worsening the humanitarian crisis already present in the area),

arbitrary detentions, restriction on the freedom of movement of Palestinians accross the West Bank

and the Gaza Strip, torture and other ill-treatments (“ISRAEL AND OCCUPIED PALESTINIAN

TERRITORIES 2020”).

Hamas

Hamas is a grassroots, militant Palestinian nationalist and Islamist movement mainly active

in the West Bank and in the Gaza Strip and was founfed in 1987 as opposition towards the Palestine
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Liberation Organization (PLO). Even though Hamas throughout Palestinian history has been largely

limited to uprisings and violent attacks, in 2006 they officially entered the state’s political arena as

the group won the elections for the Palestinian Legislative Council against Fatah. The two groups

eventually formed a coalition government but Hamas forcibly took control of the Gaza strip, which

led to the further destabilization of the region (Britannica, “Hamas”). Additionally, Hamas used to

have strong ties with the governments of Syria and Iran, which were the organization’s primary

sources of funding. However, relations dramatically worsened due to sectarian divisions emerging

after the outbreak of the Syrian Civil War as Hamas is predominantly Sunni while Assad’s

government and its allies predominately adhere to the Shia branch of Islam. Currently, Qatar and

Turkey are the largest sources of aid for the organization, with both having supplied public political

support and financial assistance estimated to be in the hundreds of millions of dollars (Gidda). Not

all Palestinians support Hamas, and this becomes evident from the fact that there is another

political group: Fatah. While there is mutual recognition between the parties, the Palestinian

Authority claims to be the sole representative of the Palestinian people. Due to this, conflict

oftentime emerges between Hamas and Fatah, showcasing that neither party is supported by all

Palestinians.

United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East

(UNRWA)

The United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East

(UNRWA) was established following the 1948 Arab-Israeli conflict through the UN General Assembly

Resolution 302 (IV) of December 8, 1949. The main goal of the agency is to carry out relief and work

programmes for Palestinian refugees, including services encompassing education, healthcare, relief

and social services, camp infrastructure and improvement, microfinance and emergency assistance,

even during times of armed conflict. UNRWA is unique since it is committed to helping one specific

group of refugees. The organization provides assistance and protection to Palestinian refugees in

Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, the Gaza Strip, the West Bank and East Jerusalem (“Who we are”). Despite its

work to protect one of the most vulnerable groups of people in modern history, the agency has

been largely criticized. There have been several accusations of UNRWA personnel (such as teachers

deployed at refugee camps) promoting anti-Semitic behaviour, favouring hate speech, glorifying the
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practice of jihad, protecting terrorists and working to further corrupt the agency (“UN Relief & Works

Agency (UNRWA): History & Overview”).

Palestinian Authority (PA)

The Palestinian Authority (also known as the Palestinian National Authority, or PNA) was

created through the 1993 Oslo Accords (see Previous Attempts to solve the Issue for more

information). It was intended to be an interim governing body until the Palestinian-Israeli conflict

was fully resolved (according to the accords, should have occured by 1999). However, due to the lack

of a lasting solution, the PA still acts as if it enjoyed a continuing legal mandate. The first leader of

the PA was Yasser Arafat, who remained president until 2004, when he passed away and was

succeeded by Mahmoud Abbas, who is still in power (Britannica, “Palestinian Authority”). After the

UN General Assembly voted, in 2012, to recognize Palestine as an observer state, Abbas signed a

decree to change the PA’s name to the State of Palestine, although it is still nowadays most

commonly referred to as Palestinian Authority. In theory, the entity was to take partial

administrative and security responsibility over areas within the West Bank and the Gaza strip that

were divided into ‘A’, ‘B’ and ‘C’ areas. In ‘A’ areas, the PA has full civil administrative responsibility (i.e.

it is in charge of providing basic services) as well as being responsible for security, in ‘B’ areas, the

government still has civil administrative responsibilities, but the security responsibility is shared with

the Israeli military and finally, in ‘C’ areas, Israel exercises both civil administrative and security

functions. Even though the PA was created through the PLO, it is eclipsing it in political importance:

the representative of the Palestinian people is no longer considered to be the Palestinian Liberation

Organization, but rather the Palestinian Authority. This change can be considered dangerous since

the PA only represents Palestinians in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, but not Palestinian

refugees or those who are citizens of Israel (IMEU, “What is the ‘Palestinian Authority’?”).

Egypt

Egypt has always had a pivotal role in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, especially due to its

shared land border with both Israel and the Gaza Strip. It can be argued that due to its prominent

role in the Middle Eastern and North African (MENA) region, Egypt is regarded as one of the main

players in the issue, with both Israel and Palestine largely recognizing it as the main mediator in the

issue. Historically, Egyptian presidents have shown firm support for the Palestinian cause, mainly by
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calling for the establishment of an independent Palestinian state, lobbying in the UN Security

Council for the Palestinian question to be addressed and for its status in the UN to be upgraded to

that of a ‘semi-state’ as well as by organizing peace negotiation talks and collaborating with other

states to find a satisfactory solution for both sides. However, certain resentment flourished once

Egypt became the first country in the Arab world to sign a peace treaty with Israel in 1979, and the

country’s approach changed from employing violence in defense against Israel to taking on a

mediating, much more diplomatic and peaceful role, with the objective of securing peace in the

region (“Egypt and the Palestinian cause”). Recently, the Egyptian government has played a crucial

role in the ceasefire that put an end to the 2021 hostilities between Hamas and Israel, with the

country also opening the Rafah border crossing with Gaza (Palestinian’s only exit route since all

other borders are closed by Israel) and facilitated access to 11 hospitals to treat wounded

Palestinians. Furthermore, Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi pledged $500 million to help

reconstruct the Gaza Strip, which has been devastated by Israeli airstrikes and shelling.

Nevertheless, this contrasts with Egypt’s national initiatives, showing the complexity and duality of

the issue. Domestically, the Egyptian government has banned any peaceful assemblies, protests and

public shows of support for the Palestinian cause (in fact, the Protest Law bans assemblies of more

than two people that have not been previously approved by the Interior Ministry). As Egypt seeks to

restore its regional influence, its role as a mediator in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict will prove to be

decisive to find a solution that both sides can agree on (MEE correspondent in Cairo).

The European Union

The European Union is considered one of the largest providers of external assistance to the

Palestinians, with the organization aiming to promote greater Palestinian control, autonomy and

capacity to exercise responsibility with the intention of preparing the nation for future statehood.

This is all done in accordance with the goal of achieving the negotiated two-state solution.

Furthermore, the Union is actively working to increase the Palestinian Authority’s transparecy and

accountability in order to reinforce its role and credibility. The European Union’s cooperation

activities under the European Neighborhood Instrument (the main financing instrument for

Palestine) focus predominantly on providing direct financial aid, supporting Palestinian refugees (as

the EU helps fund UNRWA’s activities) and creating development programmes focused on job

creation and access to water and energy (European Commission). Despite the Union’s support for
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the two-state solution, the only countries within the organization that have formally recognized the

State of Palestine and have established diplomatic relations are Malta, Cyprus, the Czech Republic,

Slovakia, Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria, Poland and Sweden (“Request for the admission of the State

of Palestine to UNESCO as a Member State”).

Russia

Since Russia’s intervention in Syria in 2015, it has become a major player within the Middle

Eastern region, prompting it to develop its diplomatic ties with another key player: Israel. The ties

between Russia and Israel are a consequence of their respective foreign policy interests, contrary to

how the Jewish state’s ties with the United States are based largely on a question of values and

history. Even though their interests are rarely identical, they are often in sync. Russia is attempting

to establish spheres of influence throughout the entire region in order to devalue the United States’

presence. The creation of diplomatic ties is not the only vessel through which the Kremlin has

increased its footprint in the Middle East. By negotiating the divides between states and positioning

itself as an “indispensable middleman”, Putin’s government can ensure that it maintains its power in

the region and can continue pursuing its forein policy aims. Furthermore, good relations with Israel

grant Russia a degree of international legitimacy, especially important after the 2014 annexation of

Crimea. To an extent, this relationship is seen as a possible bridge to the West. Lastly, Israel’s

importance to Moscow is primarily a product of the Russian perspective that strong relations with

the global Jewish community will result in international influence and a newly-opened backchannel

to the US Political system (Krasna). This being said, it is important to note that Russia also recognizes

the State of Palestine, and has long been critical of Israel’s unilateral actions and violence towards

the nation.

China

China was the first non-Arab state that established relations with the PLO back in 1965, and

the general Chinese attitude towards the Palestinians and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict has

remained largely unchanged since. Beijing supported Hamas after its 2006 victory in the

parliamentary elections, refusing to recognize the group as a terrorist organization and rather

referring to it as the chosen representative of the Palestinian people. The world superpower

endorses a two-state solution, and has continuously made its support for Palestinian statehood very
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clear. Considering the state’s prominence on the global political stage, it could argued that the

Chinese preocuppation with the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is an effort to demonstate the country’s

involvement with the international community. Regardless, the state’s intention to achieve a

peaceful solution is seen positively by both the Palestinians and the Israelis. Recently, on May 17

2021, Chinese State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi revived Xi Jinping’s 2017 four-point

proposal, presenting it once again to both parties. The proposal uses very general language and

ultimately doesn’t present any novel ideas not previously introduced through UN resolutions.

However, it does serve to assert China’s policy and opinion on the issue, and it is centered around

endorsing the international consensus that calls for a two-state solution based on the 1967 borders,

condemning human right violations and aggression and promoting negotiation talks. More

specifically, the four stages of the plan are: (i) promotion of a two-state solution, (ii) strengthening of

the idea of security cooperation, ensuring Israel’s security while putting an end to its building of

settlements in occupied territories, (iii) and (iv) increasing of the economic cooperation between

both parties. Finally, Beijing has also expressed its willingness to host a summit that would bring the

two sides into direct dialogue (Yellinek) (Figueroa).

Timeline of Events

Date Description of event

May 19, 1916 Sykes-Picot Agreement
British and French government representatives created a secret accord,
stating that most of the Arab lands that formerly belonged to the
Ottoman Empire were to become British and French spheres of influence
(History.com, “Britain and France conclude Sykes-Picot agreement”).

November 2, 1917 The Balfour Declaration
See Background Information for more information.

April 19-26, 1920 The Conference of San Remo
See Background Information for more information.

July, 1922 The British Mandate is approved by the Council of the League of
Nations
The document incorporated the Balfour Declaration of 1917 and heavily
stressed the importance of Jewish immigration in Palestine while also
highlighting the importance of protecting the rights of the Arab
population (Lillian Goldman Law Library, “The Palestine Mandate”).
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September 29, 1923 The British Mandate in Palestine officially comes into force
Great Britain formally gains control over the territory of Palestine and
begins promoting Jewish immigration into the region.

August 23-29, 1929 1929 Palestinian Riots
The riots provoked about a week of fighting between the Arab and Jewish
communities (which were also supported by Mandatory security forces).
The trigger of the surge of violence can be traced back to the questioning
of Jewish praying rights over the Western Wall (Database, “1929 Palestine
Riots”).

March 1, 1930 The Shaw Commission report is issued
The British Commission of Inquiry (in this case led by the jurist Walter
Shaw) issued a report with the aim of investigating the 1929 Palestine
Riots and their origins. In the document it is explained that while direct
responsibility for the attacks fell on the Arab community, these were not
planned. The true roots of the riots were the Arab animosity towards
Jews as a consequence of the increase in Jewish immigration and
purchase of lands (“Palestine”).

October 1, 1930 The Hope Simpson report is released
Prepared by civil servant John Hope Simpson and requested by the
Colonial Secretary Lord Passfield, the report addressed challenges
concerning immigration, land settlement and development in Mandatory
Palestine and was a continuation of the Shaw Commision report
(Database, “Hope Simpson Report (1930)”).

October 1, 1930 The Passfield White Paper is published
The white paper placed significant restrictions on Jewish immigration to
Palestine alongside limitations on the purchase of lands by Jews.
Additionally, the document emphasized the equal obligation to both Jews
and Arabs, rejecting the exaggerated interpretation of the commitment
towards creating a “Jewish national home” in Palestine while highlighting
the devoir of facilitating an Arab constitution (Database, “British White
Paper of 1930 on Palestine (Passfield White Paper)”).

April 19, 1936 The 1936 Arab Revolt starts
See Background Information for more information.

July, 1937 The Peel Commission report is issued
In summary, it admitted that a peaceful rule under the British mandate
was unobtainable given the innate incompatibility of Jewish and Arab
objectives. The main solution suggested by the Commision was the
partition of Palestine into three distinct zones: an Arab state, a Jewish
state and a neutral territory englobing all holy places. This was the first
time in which an official British body spoke explicitly of a Jewish state.
Additionally, it was suggested that the Arabs should be forcibly
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transferred from these new Jewish territories to Transjordan (Britannica,
“Peel Commission”).

End of 1939 The 1936 Arab Revolt ends
See Background Information for more information.

November 9, 1938 The Woodhead Commission Report is issued
The newly formed committee advised against the 1937 plan (due to the
fact that the number of Arabs in the newly proposed Jewish states was
nearly equivalent to the number of Jews, making it evident that these
new areas were not clearly of Jewish majority and should therefore not
be treated as part of a Jewsih state), pinpointing the impracticality of the
partition on financial and administrative ground. It suggested a new
partition proposal which would drastically reduce the area allocated for
the formation of the Jewish state and would limit the sovereignty of the
proposed states. This was deemed as unacceptable by both the Arab and
the Jewish communities (“Woodhead Commission”).

May 1939 British White Paper marks the end of the Anglo-Zionist entente
A new British White Paper is issued conceding to Arab demands,
declaring that the Jewish national home should be established within an
independent Palestinian state. Consequential policy adjustments include:
the restriction of Jewish immigration into Palestine, land transfers to Jews
being limited to specific areas in Palestine and the consolidation of an
independent Palestinian state being considered within a 10-year period.
Zionists were infuriated by the paper, which they considered a death
sentence to their program and to all the Jews that were seeking to
immigrate into Palestine in order to escape persecution in anti-semitic
European regions. (Lillian Goldman Law Library, “British White Paper of
1939”).

August 1945 The United States becomes involved in the Palestinian question
U.S. President Harry S. Truman makes a request to the British Prime
Minister Clement Attlee for Britain to facilitate immigration for 100,000
Jewish Holocaust survivors into Palestine. Truman’s request signaled the
entry of the United States into the international arena disputing the
Palestinian question (“Palestine”).

December 1945 The American House of Representatives and Senate solicit
unrestricted Jewish immigration to the limit of the economic
absorptive capacity of Palestine
In a new attempt to express its support towards the Jewish State, the
legislative branch of the American government requests that all policies
limiting immigration into Palestine be removed.
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August 31, 1947 The United Nations Special Committee on Palestine (UNSCOP)
issues its report
See Background Information for more information.

14 may, 1948 The beginning of al-nakbah, the State of Israel declares
independence
See Background Information for more information.

Mid 1949 Israel joins the United Nations
Israel obtains armistices with its neighbours and is now recognized by
over 50 governments around the world, allowing for it to join the United
Nations and establish sovereignty on more than 21,000 km of formerly
mandated Palestine west of the Jordan River. Transjordan retained lands
on the West bank of the Jordan River, including East Jerusalem. Egypt
gained control over a small area on the Mediterranean coast called the
Gaza Strip. The Palestinian Arab state simply stopped existing, losing all
its cohesiveness and authority as a socio-political entity (“Palestine”).

May 1950 The United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian
Refugees (UNRWA) establishes 53 refugee camps on both sides of
the Jordanian River and in the Gaza Strip, Lebanon and Syria
Amidst the increasing number of Palestinian refugees forcibly displaced
from their homes, the United Nations organization establishes refugee
camps in an attempt to support these Palestinians.

May 28, 1964 The Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) is created
See Background Information for more information.

June 5, 1967 The Six-Day War starts
As a consequence of several border disputes, the Israel Defense Forces
initiated Operation Focus, which was a coordinated aerial attack on
Egypt. In the morning of June 5, around 200 aircraft flew from Israel into
the North of Egypt. Catching the Egyptian state by surprise, the Israeli
forces assaulted 18 different airfields, eliminating about 90% of the
Egyptian air force before it had a chance to fly. Israel then expanded the
range of its attack, completely devastating the Jordanian, Syrian and Iraqi
air forces and therefore becoming the dominant force in the Middle
Eastern sky by the end of the day (History.com, “Six-Day War”).

June 7, 1967 Israeli forces capture the Old City of Jerusalem
Israeli forces greatly overpower Palestinians, effectively establishing
control over the Holy City. Israeli forces celebrate by praying at the
Wailing Wall.

June 10, 1967 Israeli forces capture the Golan Heights
A United Nations brokered peace treaty puts a sudden end to the war.
During the 132 hours of violence, around 800 Israelis and over 20,000
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Palestinians were killed. Furthermore, due to the new territories that
came under Jewish control, the Israeli state now ruled over an estimated
1,200,000 Arabs (History.com, “Six-Day War”).

October 6, 1973 The Yom Kippur War starts
The Syrian and Egyptian military forces launch a surprise attack on Israel,
signalling the beginning of the Yom Kippur War. Other Arab nations
provided their assistance in the war, the result being that the Syrian and
Egyptian armies combined were larger than the NATO forces in Western
Europe (Trueman).

September 5-17, 1978 The Camp David Summit takes place
The Camp David Accords constituted the basis or Israeli-Egyptian
negotiations for peace. However, due to rising differences in opinion and
the impossibility of a tripartite negotiation process, the process reached
an impasse in winter of the same year. An important provision found
within the accords includes the establishment of a self-governing
authority in the West Bank and Gaza Strip alongside a transitional period
with maximum duration of five years after which the inhabitants of the
aforementioned regions would become autonomous (Office of the
Historian, “Camp David Accords and the Arab-Israeli Peace Process”).

March 26, 1979 The Egyptian-Israeli peace treaty is officially signed
Egypt becomes the first Arab state to formally establish diplomatic
relations with Israel.

June 13, 1980 The Venice Declaration is redacted
In such, the European Community recognized the legitimate rights of the
Palestinian people. Additionally, it condemned any unilateral actions
taken to change the status of the city of Jerusalem (European Council).

December 9, 1987 The first intifadah starts
See Background Information for more information.

November 12-15, 1988 Declaration of independence for Palestine is issued
See Background Information for more information.

December 1988 Arafat recognizes the state of Israel
Arafat announced that the Palestine National Council recognizes Israel as
a state in the region while condemning terrorism in all its forms,
including state terrorism. The Palestinian leader addressed a special
meeting of the UN General Assembly in Geneva where he publicly
accepted United Nations resolutions 242 and 338 (see Relevant UN
Treaties and Resolutions for more information) and therefore, implicitly
recognized the state of Israel. The Israeli Prime Minister declared that he
wasn’t ready to negotiate with Palestine, but the United States
announced that it would open dialogue with Palestine (“Palestine”).
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October 30, 1991 The Madrid Conference takes place
The Madrid Conference (jointly organized by the United States and the
Soviet Union) began on October 30, 1991. This marked the first time in
43 years in which Israel agreed to a negotiation with all of its immediate
Arab neighbours, including Palestine. The aims of the convention were to
launch bilateral peace talks between Israel and bordering Arab states, to
set the stage for multilateral talks on key regional issues such as the
refugee crises and to promote talks between Israelis and non-PLO
Palestinians for a a 5-year interim self-rule followed by discussions to
settle the issue of its permanent status. (BBC News, “1991: Bush opens
historic Mid East peace conference”).

September 13, 1993 The Oslo Accord is signed
See Previous Attempts to solve the Issue for more information.

July 1, 1994 Yaseer Arafat ends his 27-year exile and enters Gaza
See Background Information for more information.

July 11, 2000 US President Bill Clinton convenes the 2000 Camp David Summit
See Previous Attempts to solve the Issue for more information.

Spring 2002 Israeli troops reoccupy all of the territories in the West Bank,
increasing movement restrictions for citizens in the West Bank and
the Gaza Strip
See Background Information for more information.

2006 The Gaza Blockade starts
See Background Information for more information.

September 23, 2011 Abbas requests for Palestine to be accepted as a full member of the
UN
Palestinian president Mahmoud Abbas submits a request to the UN
Secretary General Ban Ki-moon for the state of Palestine to be admitted
as a full member of the United Nations. In his address to the United
Nations General Assembly, Abbas stated that he was ready to rekindle
negotiations with Israel based on the 1967 peace treaty and explained
that he had no intention to delegitimize or isolate Israel. However, the
action failed as, in order to gain full membership in the United Nations, a
majority of 9 votes in favour in the Security Council had to be reached
and several countries abstained while the United States threatened to
veto Palestine’s accession (Al Jazeera, “Palestinians submit statehood
request to UN”).

July 7- August 26, 2014 The Gaza Conflict takes place
The Gaza Conflict takes place. The Israeli and Hamas governments
exchanged a series of air attacks until July 17, in which Israel authorized
its ground forces to enter a specific area within the Gaza Strip. On August
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26, an unlimited ceasefire was achieved and, in exchange for the
cessation of rocket fire from the Gaza Strip, Israel loosened the boycott it
held on the area, allowing for a greater variety and amount of goods to
enter the territory. Additionally, it also expanded the fishing zone off the
coast and reduced the size of the security buffer on the areas verging on
the Israeli border (“The 2014 Gaza Conflict: Factual and Legal Aspects”).

December 6, 2017 Donald Trump formally recognizes Jerusalem as the capital of Israel
See Background Information for more information.

May 14, 2018 The US Embassy opens in Jerusalem
See Background Information for more information.

September 28, 2018 The State of Palestine institutes its proceedings against the United
States of America on the case concerning the relocation of the US
Embassy to Jerusalem
The State of Palestine appealed to the International Court of Justice for
the Court to compel the United States to relocate its embassy back to Tel
Aviv on the grounds that its presence in Jerusalem constitutes a violation
of international law and consensus, which understands the city to be a
corpus separatum.

September 15, 2020 The Abraham Accords are signed
The Abraham Accords Peace Agreement was signed by US President
Donald Trump, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Emirati
Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation Abdullah bin
Zayed al Nahyan. Under this peace agreement, bilateral diplomatic
relations were officially established between the United Arab Emirates
and Israel (Netanyahu et al.). This made the state the third in the Middle
East to establish diplomatic relations with Israel (after Egypt and Jordan).
Bahrain joined the Accords a week later.

April 13, 2021 Israeli police raid the Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem
It occurred on the first day of the Muslim holy month of Ramadan, which
was also Israel’s Memorial Day. As Reuven Rivlin was delivering a speech
at the Western Wall, Israeli officials were concerned that the Muslim’s
prayers would drown out the President’s words, and so the Israeli police
entered the mosque and cut the cables to the loudspeakers that
broadcasted the prayers (Kingsley).

April 21, 2021 Lehava protests in Jerusalem
Just a week after the police raid in the Aqsa mosque, members of the
extreme-right wing Jewish group Lehava marched through central
Jerusalem chanting “Death to Arabs” while attacking any and all
Palestinian they saw on their way (Kingsley).
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April 25, 2021 The Israeli government allows Palestinians to gather outside the
Damascus Gate
In order to alleviate tensions, Israeli forces are instructed to permit
Palestinians to pray and gather outside the Damascus Gate.

April 29, 2021 Mahmoud Abbas cancels the Palestinian elections
Despite this move making the leader of the PLO to appear as weak,
under a fear that participation would not favour its party (possibly
resulting in another surprise victory for Hamas), Abbas canceled the
Palestinian elections.

April-May 2021 Protests over the eviction of six Palestinian families from Sheikh
Jarrah gain momentum
The families had been fighting efforts by settlers to evict them since 2008
in Israeli courts, with protests erupting after the courts finally ruled in
favour of the Jewish settlers. While Israeli officials refer to the conflict as
a “real-estate dispute between private parties”, the United Nations
Commission for Human Rights has labeled the removal of Palestinian
families as a potential war crime (Ott and Mitchell).

May 4, 2021 Muhammed Deif, head of the Hamas military, speaks
This was a rare public statement, where the leader said “this is our final
warning, if the aggression against our people in the Sheikh Jarrah
neighbourhood does not stop immediately, we will not stand idly by,”
(Kingsley).

May 7, 2021 Israeli police raid the Aqsa mosque
Police officers equipped with tear gas, stun grenades and rubber-tipped
bullets burst into the mosque, starting a series of clashes with
stone-throwing protesters in which hundreds were injured in the span of
a few hours. Considering this occurred inside the prayer hall of one of
the holiest sites in Islam, on the last Friday of Ramadan (one of the
holiest nights), it can be understood to be a grievous insult to all
Muslims, with many worshippers believing that this was another
symptom of the Judaization of the city of Jerusalem (Kingsley).

May 10, 2021 Hamas fires rockets at Jerusalem
The instability combined with Abbas’ decision to cancel the Palestinian
elections (leading to the resurgence of Hamas as the main protector of
the Palestinians in the Gaza Strip and East Jerusalem) and further police
raids in sacred locations culminated in Hamas launching rockets from
Gaza against Israel shortly after 6 in the afternoonThis marked the
beginning of the most recent surge of violence, with Israeli forces quickly
retaliating (Kingsley).

May 21, 2021 Ceasefire between Hamas and Israel is reached
Over 11 days, Israeli airstrikes killed 232 Palestinians (including 65
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children) while at least 12 people in Israel (including 2 children) died
(Federman and Akram). Since the conflict began, more than 4,000
rockets have been fired by Hamas into Israel, according to the Israel
Defense Forces (IDF). On the other hand, around 72,000 Gazans have
been displaced, according to UNICEF, and the region has been
completely devastated (Tal et al.).

June 29, 2021 Demolitions begin in occupied East Jerusalem’s Silwan for Israeli
theme park
On June 7, the Jerusalem municipality issued a series of demolition
orders to residents of the al-Bustan area in Silwan, with demolitions
beginning on June 29 (when Israeli forces allegedly entered a Palestinian
butchery with stun guns and tear gas, forcefully removing the owners
and proceeding with the demolition). Families are given 21 days to
demolish their own homes or businesses before the Israeli forces do it
themselves (and afterwards, charge families around $6,000 as a penalty).
More than 100 buildings housing around 1,500 people in Silwan face
demolition in order to free-up space for the construction of an Israeli
religious theme park (Al jazeera, “Demolitions begin in occupied East
Jerusalem’s Silwan”).

July 19, 2021 Ben & Jerry’s will stop ice cream sales in occupied Palestinian
territories
Israel’s Foreign Minister Yair Lapid has called the decision “a shameful
capitulation to antisemitism, BDS and everything bad in the anti-Israel
and anti-Jewish discourse.” Considering that over 30 states in the US
have legislation against the anti-Israel boycott movement, this is a
controversial move coming from the Vermont-based firm, who claims
that sales in the Israeli-occupied West Bank and East Jerusalem are
inconsistent with the company’s values (Al Jazeera, “Ben & Jerry’s to stop
sales in occupied Palestinian territories”).

Relevant UN Treaties and Resolutions

A/RES/181 (II) of 29 November 1947

The resolution partitioned the Palestinian territory into three areas: the Arab state, the

Jewish state and the City of Jerusalem, which was to be placed under the control of a Trusteeship

Council and obtain the status of corpus separatum. Additionally, it set for the termination date of the

British mandate to be no later than August 1, 1948. It was adopted by a two-thirds majority vote.

Although it was effective in ensuring the end of the British mandate, it was unsuccessful in creating

distinct Arab and Jewish territories whose borders were respected. There was (and remains today)

much dispute about the City of Jerusalem, as both sides claimed ownership of the territory.
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A/RES/194 (III) of 11 December 1948

In short, the resolution reaffirms the fact that all citizens of Palestine, regardless of race or

religion, should have unrestricted access to all of the holy places in the country, while suggesting

that the City of Jerusalem should be placed in an international regime supervised by the United

Nations. However, the importance of this specific resolution comes from its eleventh clause, which

defends that all refugees wishing to return to their homes and live at peace should be allowed and

facilitated to do so while compensations should be paid for the property of those choosing not to

return and for the loss of or damage to their property. Thus, this resolution applies mainly to

Palestinian refugees.

A/RES/303 (IV) of 9 December 1949

This resolution is extremely important since it stated the Assembly’s belief that Jerusalem

should be placed under a permanent international regime, with the objective of guaranteeing the

protection of all Holy Places and promoting unrestricted access for citizens of Jerusalem of all races

and religions. Essentially, it called for the City of Jerusalem to be established as a corpus separatum

administered by the United Nations.

S/RES/242 of 22 November 1967

The main purpose of this resolution was to call for a lasting peace in the Middle East

founded on two principles: the withdrawal of Israeli forces from the Occupied Palestinian Territories

and the respect and acknowledgement of the sovereignty, territorial integrity and political

independence of every state in the area.

S/RES/340 of 25 October 1973

Resolution 340 was passed unanimously in the UN Security Council and, besides calling for

an immediate ceasefire to the Yom Kippur War, it deployed peacekeeping troops in the region.

A/RES/3237 (XXIX) of 22 November 1974

A/RES/3237 was passed in the General Assembly in which, despite Israeli objections, the

‘Question of Palestine’ was officially included in the agenda as a subject of debate separate from the

general discussions about the Middle East. The rights of Palestinians to self-determination are finally
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recognized. Additionally, the Palestine Liberation Organization was invited to discussions in the

General Assembly in the capacity of an observer.

S/RES/478 of 20 August 1980

The resolution passed with 14 votes in favour and 1 abstention (that of the United States). In

short, it censured the enactment of the Basic Law by Israel on Jerusalem and criticized the Jewish

state for not complying with past Security Council resolutions. Furthermore, it stated that the

Council did not recognize the Basic Law or any actions on behalf of Israel to alter the character or

status of Jerusalem while requesting for all Member States to accept the decision and withdraw any

diplomatic missions from the Holy City. Lastly, it declared that the enactment of Basic Law on

Jerusalem constituted a violation of international law.

A/RES/43/177 of 15 December 1988

The resolution recognizes the State of Palestine (officialy changing its name in the United

Nations from Palestine Liberation Organization to Palestine) as such and reaffirms the need for the

Palestinian people to be able to exercise their sovereignty in the territories which have been

occupied since 1967. It passed with 104 votes in favour and only 2 against from the United States

and Israel.

A/RES/66/18 of 26 January 2012

Once again, this resolution reiterates that Israel’s actions (which is labelled as the occupying

Power) to impose its laws, jurisdiction and administration on Jerusalem are illegal and therefore

have no validity whatsoever. The Assembly also requests for Israel to immediately cease all illegal

and unilateral measures. Moreover, it stresses that a just and lasting solution to the issue of the

Holy City can only be reached if the concerns of both the Palestinians and the Israelis are taken into

account and there is unhindered access to the holy places for all people, regardless of religion or

nationality.

A/RES/67/19 of 4 December 2012

A/RES/67/19 was passed in the United Nations General Assembly with an overwhelming

majority of votes in favour. The resolution granted Palestine the status of a non-member observer
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state (effectively allowing it to participate in United Nations bodies such as the International Court of

Justice) and called for an end to the occupation that has been occurring since 1967 while reaffirming

the right of the Palestinian people to self-determination and to independence in the State of

Palestine which should span across the Palestinian territories that have been occupied since 1967.

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue

1947 Partition Plan

The 1947 Partition Plan was introduced through UN General Assembly Resolution 181 and

was meant to be a solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict once Great Britain’s mandate over the

region ended. In fact, it was the British government that, in the aftermath of the Second World War,

referred the issue to the United Nations. In order to find a solution, the United Nations formed the

UN Special Committee on Palestine, which ultimately delivered two proposals. The majority

defended the creation of two separate states that would be linked economically. The minority

supported the formation of a single, binational state made up of autonomous Jewish and Palestinian

areas. The Jewish community agreed with the first solution while the Arabs rejected both. Ultimately,

a slightly different proposal was put to a General Assembly vote, with A/RES/181 passing with 33

votes in favour, 13 against and 10 abstentions. The final plan was to partition Palestine into an Arab

state and a Jewish state, while maintaining Jerusalem as a corpus separatum. The resolution outraged

Palestinians and was followed by outbursts of violence. Although unsuccessful, it laid the grounds

for the One State Solution and the Two State Solution (Britannica, “United Nations Resolution 181”).

Oslo Accords

In 1993, Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO) Negotiator Mahmoud Abbas and Israeli

Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin signed the Declaration of Principles on Interim Self-Government

Arrangements, which is also known as the ‘Oslo Accord’ at the White House. Although the Clinton

administration played a minor part in the actual negotiations of the talks, it dedicated a vast amount

of resources to ensuring the peaceful implementation of the accord. Overall, the Oslo Accords

divided the Palestinian territories into three different areas: Area A was to be placed under complete

control of the Palestinian Authority, Area B was to be governed by the PA while delegating security

responsibilities to the IDF and Israel had authority over Area C. By signing the document, Israel
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accepted the Palestine Liberation Organization as the sole representative of the Palestinians while

the PLO condemned terrorism and recognized Israel’s right to exist. Furthermore, both parties

agreed that a Palestinian Authority (PA) would be established and would assume governing

responsibilities in the West Bank and Gaza Strip for a period of five years. Afterwards, talks on the

permanent status of the territories and discussion on issues such as that of borders, refugees or the

City of Jerusalem would take place (Office of the Historian, “The Oslo Accords and the Arab-Israeli

Peace Process”).

2000 Camp David Summit

U.S. President Bill Clinton convened the 2000 Camp David Summit with the objective of

initiating negotiations on the final agreement which was meant to occur after the five year period as

stated in the 1993 Oslo Accord. The attendants were Palestinian Authority Chairmn Yaseer Arafat

and Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak (“Camp David Summit 2000”). In secret talks before Camp

David, Palestinian negotiators offered many concessions which were beyond the expectations of the

international community. For example, they were prepared to accept the Israeli annexation of large

Jewish settlements in the West Bank in exchange for land of equal value and size in Israel, therefore

giving up their hopes for complete withdrawal of Israeli forces from the West Bank. Furthermore,

they were also open to discussing granting Israel sovereignty over certain parts of East Jerusalem,

including the Jewish Quarter. On the other hand, Barak’s government submitted no written

proposals, with the only ones being made orally (mostly through US officials) and being extremely

lacking in detail. Under the Israeli proposals that were presented, Palestine would have become a

fragmented and demilitarized region with no access to the natural resources they once possessed

and with virtually no real power over their own population. In the end, the Camp David Summit

ended without any agreement and the United States was accused of showing a clear bias towards

the Israeli cause, greatly damaging the negotiation process (IMEU, “What did, in fact, happen at

Camp David in 2000?”).

The Geneva Initiative

The Geneva Initiative is also known as the Geneva Accords, and it is a model 'permanent

status agreement’ intended to serve as the basis of negotiations for the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

The document is largely based on previous attempts to solve the issue, such as the 2000 Camp
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David Summit, the 2000 Clinton parameters and the Taba talks of 2001 (Shikaki). The main principles

of the accord include: end of conflict, a final border (where large Jewish settlements in regions such

as the West Bank would be annexed by Israel as part of a 1:1 land swap), the demilitarization of the

Palestinian state, a comprehensive solution to the refugee problem and the recognition of Jewish

neighbourhoods in Jerusalem as the capital of Israel and of Arab neighbourhoods in the Holy City as

the capital of Palestine (“The Accord”). The Geneva Accords were officially signed in December 2003,

and there has been virtually no implementation of its principles. This is mainly due to the opposition

from Jewish settlers and Palestinian refugees, which are the communities that are at risk of losing

the most if the initiative were to be enforced. Furthermore, even though negotiators on behalf of

both states continuously consulted with the government, there has been no formal adoption of the

Geneva Accords by the leaders of either group. In fact, Arafat refused to officially accept the

proposal (while his close advisors strongly condemned it) and members of the Israeli Labour Party

(such as Ehud Barak) have also condemned the document. Moreover, several surveys have shown

that the Palestinian public largely disagree with the conditions in the accord, with the only

components supported being those concerning the deployment of multinational forces and the one

compelling Israel to withdraw based on the 1967 borders and an equivalent land exchange (Shikaki).

Overall, even though the Geneva Initiative has been unsuccessful in producing a lasting solution to

the conflict, it has served to refute the notion that many members of the Palestinian and Israeli

public had that the interests of both nations inherently clash, making any solution unviable. The

document proves that negotiations can be carried out, and a just, lasting and definite solution might

be possible.

Possible Solutions

One State Solution

The One State Solution would entail unifying all of historic Palestine into a single country,

meaning that Israel, the West Bank and the Gaza Strip would become merged. There are two

versions of this approach, the one that is favoured by some leftists and Palestinians entails creating

a single democratic country. This would entail that the Arabs would effectively outnumber the Jews,

putting an end to the notion of Israel as a ‘Jewish state’. On the other hand, certain rightists and

Israelis support the Israeli annexation of the West Bank and either forcibly removing Palestinians

from the territory, or simply denying them the right to vote. Essentially everyone (including Zionists)
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rejects this approach as it constitutes a grave violation of human rights (Beauchamp). Although

many Palestinians and Israelis favour the Two State Solution, the lack of change and improvement

has led to many turning their attention towards the One State Solution. In 2018, Palestinian and

Israeli Jewish activists, intellectuals and academics launched the One Democratic State Campaign

(ODSC), which calls for the end of the colonial Zionist regime and defends the establishment of a

single democratic state in historic Palestine, based on political, social, economic and cultural justice

in which Palestinians and Israelis are treated as equals (“About us”). The initiative promotes the

creation of a single constitutional democracy, where all citizens enjoy equal rights, freedom and

security (“Manifesto”). However, this is oftentimes viewed as a very impractical solution due to the

many obvious complexities and difficulties concerning the creation of a binational state between two

nations that have essentially been at war for over a century.

Two State Solution

The Two State Solution aims to create an independent Israeli state and an independent

Palestinian state and it is the most accepted approach towards solving the conflict. The idea behind

this solution is that, since the interests of Palestinians and Israelis naturally conflict, neither nation

can be content when cohabiting, and therefore the only true answer for the problem at hand is to

split the Palestinian territory into a Jewish state and a Palestinian state that are separate from each

other (Beauchamp). This is extremely similar to the proposals that were made previously, such as in

the 1947 Partition Plan. Nevertheless, this solution is also extremely controversial for a number of

reasons. Firstly, there are many concerns over the distribution of the territories historically

belonging to Palestine. It is believed that the Two State Solution validates the Zionist claim to

exclusive possession of 78% of Palestine, meaning that the creation of a Palestinian State on only

22% of the land is simply ecologically unfeasible (an added problem is that Israel has taken control

of the grand majority of natural resources in certain areas, as can be seen in their use and diversion

of 85% of the water available in the West Bank). Furthermore, there is a possibility that the

Palestinian state would span accross non-contiguous enclaves as the Israeli state annexes large

Jewish settlements in the West Bank. This poses a problem towards Palestinian sovereignty, which

would be essentially impossible to realize, specially if the Palestinian state was created according to

Israel’s security demands, which include forcing the Arab state to be completely demilitarized.

Moreover, such an approach does not allow for the Right to Return, as Palestinians that were
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displaced from their homes post-1947 and post-1967 can no longer return to their homes if these

territories were to fall under Israeli control. Many Palestinians argue that if the Right to Return does

not apply to all of historic Palestine, and is limited only to the Occupied Territories, then this cannot

be viewed as a viable solution (Kromkowski). In conclusion, there are a number of questions

surrounding the Two State Solution but, despite its many criticisms, it remains the preferred solution

by the majority of the world. If there can be a satisfactory agreement reached for the main concerns

of both nations (that is, security, land distribution and the status of the City of Jerusalem), then this

might prove to be the most effective solution for the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Confederation

A much more unheard of solution is the creation of an Israeli-Palestinian confederation,

based on the “Two States, One Homeland” approach. In terms of territory, the Israeli and plaestinian

states would be established over the same regions as in the Two State Solution (although it might be

a much more viable option to divide the territory according to the 1967 borders). Both Israelis and

Palestinians would each have their own sovereign governments (just as proposed by the Two State

Solution) but these governments would be united by an overarching federal government that would

be responsible for jointly adjudicating issues that are common to both states. The individual

governments would have complete authority over internal issues (like refugees) while the shared

federal governing body (composed evenly by representatives of both states) would have shared

authority over key mutually agreed-upon issues that are shared by the states, such as resources (like

water), economic relations (like trade or labour mobility), and external threats. Although Palestine

would not be allowed to create its own army, the Palestinian security forces would be permitted to

cooperate and act in unision with the IDF. Furthermore, and most importantly, travel would be

unrestricted within the new state for both Israelis and Palestinians, putting an end to all disputes

over possible violations of the human right of freedom of movement. Additionally, there would be

no need for relocation of any civilians: all citizens of both Israel and Palestine can stay where they

are and be recognized as legitimate inhabitants of that territory. The creation of a confederacy

seems very unlikely, mostly due to the Israeli government’s historic stance on Palestine, refusing to

recognize the state as an equal. Nevertheless, it is a solution worthy of consideration: if both parties

can learn to coexist peacefully and rule as equals, this might be the most effective (even if

temporary) solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict (Egel et al).
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Autonomy Plus

Achieving a version of the Two State Solution that proves satisfactory for both parties is

highly improbable. An alternative solution, favoured by the Trump administration, is to guarantee

Palestinian autonomy within an independent Israeli state. Therefore, even though the Israeli

government would have ultimate and supreme authority over the entire region, Palestinians would

be able to govern themselves independently - without posing a security risk to Israel. The limitations

of this solution are extremely clear: Palestinians would always inherently be under control of an

Israeli government. Furthermore, the Autonomy Plus Solution ignores the will of the Palestinian

people. The Palestinian Authority has made its demands for peace clear – they want an independent

state with East Jerusalem as its capital. The proposed conditions for this solution fall short of that

standard (“What are the solutions to the Israel Palestine conflict?”).

Annexation

As previously mentioned, the Oslo Accords divided the Palestinian territories into three

areas. First proposed by current Prime Minister Naftali Bennett in 2019 under the Bennett Plan, this

solution calls for the annexation of all of Area C, with the state of Israel offering to grant Israeli

citizenship to all Palestinians living in the region. This would impact between 60,000 and 300,000

Palestinians (some living within the West Bank), making it an obviously unsatisfactory solution for

Palestinians, but one that would be greatly favoured by Israel and its allies. Even after the

annexation, movement between the remaining part of the West Bank and the expanded Israeli

territory would be restricted and Gaza would stay largely unaffected (Egel et al). A different, more

extreme, version of this solution would be to propose for the Israeli government to completely

annex all the Palestinian territories, effectively ending the existence of a Palestinian state as such.

This would be viewed as unacceptable by most of the international community (except, perhaps,

Israel’s closest allies) and would risk the outbreak of even greater instability in the Middle East and is

therefore greatly inadvisable. However, it is a solution that Israel has certainly considered in the past

and, thus, worth mentioning.
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