
FORUM: UN Legal Committee  
QUESTION OF: Condemning crimes against humanity: the recruitment of child soldiers. 
SUBMITTED BY: United States of America, United Arab Emirates, Germany, Morocco, Japan 
 
The UN Legal Committee, 
 
Defining child soldiers as any child –both male and female– or underaged person identified as being 
part of an armed force or group who is recruited and used by this group as soldiers, porters, cooks, 
cleaners, spies, scouts, sexual slaves, or even human suicide bombers, 
 
Reaffirming UN resolutions 1261, 1379, 1460, 1539, and 1612, which have contributed to creating a 
framework of solutions which address the protection of children affected by armed conflict, 
 
Noting the advances as a result of the aforementioned resolutions, and other international 
humanitarian aid,  
 
Remaining deeply concerned over the lack of change, progress and commitment on resolving the 
matter of child soldier use, 
 
Aware that when armed conflict ignites in less economically developed countries, children are 
exposed to influences which lead them to military recruitment, 
 
Acknowledging that most instances of children’s involvement in armed conflict is exercised by 
non-state militias,  
 
Stressing the role of governments in protecting and ensuring the children are exempt from 
participating in armed conflicts, 
 

1. Calls for the creation of an annual report published by the United Nations (UN) of all states 
and non-state organizations which remain involved with the recruitment of children into 
armed conflicts; 
 

2. Encourages member states to promote educational programs inside of government controlled 
areas of conflict heavy territory in order to decrease the number of minors recruited by 
terrorists militias through means such as, but not limited to: 

a. Promoting Non Governmental Organizations (NGOs) in war torn areas which focus 
on increasing accessibility to education for minors in ways such as, but not limited to: 

i. Encouraging governments to select NGOs they deem trustworthy and willing 
to help with the question at hand, 

ii. Increasing advertisements of said NGOs,  
iii. Increasing media coverage on the effects of warfare on children, 

b. Creating government sponsored education programs staffed by qualified professionals 
to be temporarily sent to war torn areas which will: 

i. Provide skills and information such as self defense training, information 
about given conflict, location of safe houses, locations of NGOs, and 
locations of government and rebel controlled areas, 

ii. Be funded, supervised and monitored by United Nations; 
 

3. Proclaims the importance of rehabilitative measures being carried out in war zones and 
post-war zones which aid women and children physically and psychologically in ways such 
as, but not limited to: 

a. Treatment of diseases like malaria, cholera and yellow fever, typical to crisis 
situations, 

b. Treatment of combat injuries like, gunshot and stab wounds, 
c. Reuniting children with military past with family and communities, 
d. Medical and psychological attention to victims of the repercussions of sexual assault 

which include, 
i. Sexually transmitted infections such as HIV/AIDS, 



ii. Pregnancies,  
iii. Psychological trauma caused by the assault(s) like PTSD, 
iv. Working together with organisations that already attempt to help these 

children and integrate them back into society; 
 

4. Calls upon the International Court of Justice (ICJ) for the development and implementation of 
stricter arms export laws and legal safeguards for the purpose of protection and restriction of 
child soldiers, as well as restricting any routes by which arms end up in use by or against 
children, including but not limited to: 

a. Illegalizing the export of arms to countries at conflict known to recruiting children 
under the age of 18,  

b. Implementing sanctions on arms distributors and producers known to be cooperating 
with countries or militias whom practice any one violation of children’s rights under 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 

c. Enforcing the “end user certificates” accompanied with the sale of weapons in ways 
such as but not limited to: 

i. Securing and overlooking the sales process, 
ii. Allowing for the interference of Intergovernmental Organizations (IGO) in 

the conflict region to control and report on the end use of the said weapon, 
d. Strictly overseeing the use of foreign subsidiary companies participating in arm sales; 

 
5. Further requests nations, particularly those of The Group of Seven nations and other More 

Economically Developed Countries (MEDC), to abide by the Straight-18 standard law, to 
ensure the recruitment of soldiers strictly above the age of 18 and set an example for the 
appropriate global conduct; 
 

6. Authorizes all member states to establish awareness campaigns in order to widely condemn 
the use and support of child soldiers and increase political pressure on MEDCs to oppose 
under-aged recruitment of children for the army and direct export of arms to Less 
Economically Developed Countries (LEDC), in ways such as but not limited to: 

a. Expressing concern towards the children who believe that joining armed forces or 
militias in regions of conflict is a viable option, by communicating factors such as but 
not limited to: 

i. Dangers of the military, 
ii. Conditions of the military, 

iii. Treatment of children in the military by leaders, 
iv. Forced killings by minors, 
v. Benefits of continuing education; 

 
7. Invites member states to introduce mandatory registration of citizens in particular regards to 

minors into a national identification system by: 
a. financing the establishment of the systems with UN funds, 
b. requiring mandatory age verification in recruitment procedures; 

 
8. Encourages all parties involved with armed conflict to allow and facilitate safe, timely and 

unhindered humanitarian access to children, respect the exclusively humanitarian nature and 
impartial nature of this aid, without distinction, and prevent the denial of humanitarian access 
and depriving civilians of supplies indispensable to their survival, including but not limited to: 

a. Medical supplies for injuries and other wounds caused by participation either 
voluntary or involuntary in a war zone, 

b. Food, clean water, and other essential supplies necessary for the survival of these 
children; 
 

9. Calls upon member states in areas affected by the use of child soldiers in conflicts to prevent 
small arms transactions from taking place in order to ensure that small arms do not fall into 
the hands of governments, organisations, and militias that use child soldiers to fight wars; 
 

10. Decides to remain seized on the matter. 


