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Introduction

The plague of corruption is an all pervasive evil found not only in democracies, but also in

dictatorships. The only difference is its extent:less in free societies and more in suppressed ones.

Corruption varies, it can be found in minor bureaucrats as well as heads of state; a minor cash

payment for a small official favor, or millions of dollars for state contracts or secrets.

As defined by the World Bank, “corruption is a criminal offense which is undertaken by a person or

an organization which is entrusted with a position of authority”, in order to acquire illicit benefits or

abuse power for one's private gain. Corruption can take numerous forms, including bribery and

embezzlement. When a public official or other government employee behaves in a manner that is an

abuse of their power, it is referred to as political corruption.

Corruption and crime are chronic societal phenomena that exist with varied degrees and

quantities in practically all countries on a worldwide scale. Domestic resources are allocated by each

nation for the control and regulation of corruption and the discouragement of it. This is exemplified

by functioning anti corruption agencies in more than 50 different countries. The umbrella term

anti-corruption is a frequently used word to describe strategies that are used to combat it.

By flouting or even manipulating established processes, political corruption undercuts

democracy and good governance. Corruption in elections and the legislature lowers accountability

and distorts policymaking representation; corruption in the judiciary jeopardises the rule of law; and

corruption in public administration results in inefficient provision of services. More generally,

corruption erodes the institutional capacity of government if procedures are disregarded, resources

are siphoned off, and public offices are bought and sold. In addition, according to the article

“Corruption and Economic Growth'', from the Journal of Comparative Economics, corruption

increases inequality by lowering the return on productive activities. Increased inequality not only

causes psychological distress among the poor, but it also stunts productivity, investment, and job
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opportunities.  Therefore, corruption inherently opposes public interest because: it enables the

creation of an ineffective government that cannot pass legislation and benefit the people. Legislation

safeguards workers and those who are affected by work activities, which benefits the general

population. Also, as previously mentioned, corruption delegitimizes the basis for society and

civilization, democracy. Corruption chips away at democracy to produce a vicious cycle, where

corruption undermines democratic institutions and, in turn, weak institutions are less able to control

corruption. Further research by transparency.org this year reveals a troubling correlation between

corruption and the health of democracies, with countries with higher levels of corruption having

weaker democratic institutions and political rights. Finally, it stunts productivity, investment, job

opportunities, and stimulates inequality.

Definition of Key Terms

Corruption

The abuse of entrusted power for private gain. Forms of corruption vary but can include bribery,

extortion, cronyism, nepotism, patronage, influence peddling, graft, and embezzlement.

Public Sector

According to Oxford Languages, the public sector is the part of the economy that is controlled by the

government (also known as the government system). In this sector/system, the most common area

in which corruption is observed is the political system. This includes the use of public authority,

office, or resources for personal gain, by elected officials, such as extortion, soliciting, or bribery.

Criminal Justice Systems

Criminal justice is the process of bringing persons who have committed crimes to justice. A

multitude of government departments and organisations make up the criminal justice system. The

rehabilitation of offenders, the prevention of other crimes, and moral assistance for victims are all

the primary goals of this system. The police, prosecution and defence lawyers, courts, and prisons

are the key institutions of criminal justice. Corruption in this area normally encompasses the police,

district attorneys, judges, and prison/correctional officers.
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Anti-Corruption programs

Activities that oppose or inhibit corruption are included in anti-corruption programmes. Reactive

(investigative authorities and their efforts to expose corrupt activities) and proactive (education on

the harmful effects of corruption, or firm-internal compliance initiatives) strategies are common in

efforts to mitigate and eliminate corruption and its effects. Some of the most well-known

anti-corruption programs are: United Nations Convention Against Corruption, OECD Anti-Bribery

Convention, the proposition of an International Anti-Corruption Court, International Anti-Corruption

Academy, EU convention against corruption, and the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption.

Background Information

A Brief History of Corruption

As previously mentioned, the plague of corruption is a prevalent and harmful occurrence,

found not only in democracies, but in dictatorships. Sadly humanity, more specifically civilizations,

have been cursed with this crime. Because of its timeless and universal nature, the appearance of

corruption can be traced back to ancient ages and appears in various countries. Corruption has

been found in the legal institutions of the dynasty of ancient Egypt, as well as in written texts from

the fourth century B.C. India and the work of ancient Greek thinkers. According to the World Bank,

international bribery accounts for around 2% of global GDP; however, because corruption occurs in

secret, a precise estimate is practically hard to get. As a result, the reality of the situation is that it is

likely that it is worse than anticipated.

Current Situation of Corruption

Despite the fact that the western world is less visibly harmed, it is nevertheless a victim of

graft. For example, In 2016, Bernie Sanders made a point of highlighting Wall Street's power and

influence, accusing his Democratic opponent Hilary Clinton of being in the pockets of big business.

The fact that, as The Guardian stated, “The ex-president has built an arsenal of groups staffed with

ex-officials and loyalists seemingly aimed at sustaining his political hopes for a comeback”, raises

allegations of cronyism and nepotism, shows the level of corruption within certain areas of the

American government. On the other side of the globe, Japan's Economic Minister, Akira Amari,

resigned in January 2016 over bribery charges. Also, Russia and Argentina are famous examples of
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countries that are, according to some, corrupt ‘from the top down’. Countries in which corruption

can arguably be observed at the top of the executive hierarchy, as well as low level public servants.

Money still talks, even in the world's most sophisticated and stable countries. Corruption, on the

other hand, is felt much more extensively and in much more direct forms in developing countries. In

India, for example, many minor traffic violations can be rapidly swept under the rug by paying a

bribe to the police. Nigeria, which former UK Prime Minister David Cameron has described as

"fantastically corrupt," has seen $15 billion in government funds stolen through unscrupulous

armaments contracts. Brazil, which is embroiled in a high-profile corruption case, with President

Dilma Rousseff impeached over allegations of tampering with government accounts, attracted even

more attention. In the end, the developing world has many challenges that the western world does

not, but corruption is one they share; albeit at different degrees of severity.

Corruption in the Information Age

The information age is, according to Princeton’s wordpress, a period beginning in the last

quarter of the 20th century (and still occurring today) when information became easily accessible

through publications and through the manipulation of information by computers and computer

networks. In this modern era, corruption is characterized by a slow breakdown in governance, which

then results in: undermining the rule of law, a deterioration of the economy, a reduction in the

effectiveness of policies, as well as an increase in protocols that conclude with complicated

administrative procedures. As mentioned above, because corruption is timeless, its characteristics

are strikingly similar from the beginning of civilizations to today.

The Corruption Perceptions Index has collected data from the beginning of the Information

age. Practically since the beginning, from 1995 to 2020, the averages of the index (a score of a

maximum of 10 allocated to each country, with 10 being allocated to a country with no corruption),

have decreased by 27.2024%. In 1995 the average score was 5.9541, and in 2020 the average score

was 4.334.

In addition, according to “Global Corruption Barometer EU: People Worried About

Unchecked Abuses of Power” by transparency.org. Between October and December 2020,

Transparency International, based in Berlin, Germany, polled over 40,000 people throughout the

EU's 27 member states. According to the report, 29 percent of persons in the bloc used personal ties

such as well-connected relatives or family to acquire medical care, and 6% paid an explicit bribe to
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receive health care. In June 2021, at the release of the report, Transparency International remarked

that the coronavirus pandemic had worsened corruption across the European Union.

Thus it is clear that corruption is worsening.

Finally, according to the 2017 survey study “Causes and Effects of Corruption: What Has Past

Decade’s Empirical Research Taught Us? A Survey”, from the Journal of Economic Surveys, the

following factors have been attributed as causes for corruption:

● Greed of money.

● Higher levels of market and political monopolization.

● Low levels of democracy, weak civil participation and low political transparency.

● Higher levels of bureaucracy and inefficient administrative structures.

● Low press freedom.

● Low economic freedom.

● Large ethnic divisions and high levels of in-group favoritism.

● Gender inequality.

● Poverty.

● Political instability.

● Weak property rights.

● Contagion from corrupt neighboring countries.

● Low levels of education.

● Lack of commitment to society.

Essentially, corruption occurs when an individual is given power to make decisions, has little

or no oversight from an independent body, low chance of discovery (e.g. from whistleblowers or the

press) and low chance of punishment. This is also a bigger problem in the developing world because

all of the above are naturally more common in those types of communities. Thus, creating the

perfect environment for corruption, which also enables it to be perpetrated to a greater extent,

further harming citizens.

Conclusion
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In conclusion, wealth and power can have a compounding effect on political corruption,

mainly because immunity from the law is highly connected to money and influence. As mentioned

above, the effects of corruption are pervasive and notoriously negative. These include: a gradual

breakdown in governance, leading to the erosion of the rule of law, a degradation in the economy, a

decline in policy efficacy, and a growth in protocols that end in complicated and costly administrative

procedures. Therefore creating a dangerous cycle in which corrupt leaders cause all of the above,

which then leads to an even more favourable environment for corruption. These conditions consist

of little or no oversight from an independent body, a low chance of discovery and low chance of

punishment.

Major Countries and Organizations Involved

South Africa

The Gupta family grabbed control of South Africa in what has been termed as a "modern

coup." Ajay, Atul, and Rajesh Gupta allegedly bribed lawmakers, gave attractive employment to

President Zuma's children, and used various methods to buy influence. The Gupta family received as

much as $7 billion from the government, including a $4.4 billion supply contract with South Africa's

rail and port firm. The Guptas also hired and fired government ministers, while the president fired

tax authorities and intelligence chiefs to keep them out of the spotlight. The Guptas departed the

country in 2016, after a deputy minister made public the US$45 million the Gupta family offered him

in exchange for firing treasury staff. President Zuma has since been removed from office and is

facing charges of corruption and money laundering, but is in jail for contempt of court. President

Ramaphosa, his successor, has promised to clean up the country, although many officials from the

former administration remain in office. In the meantime, South Africa’s economy struggles and the

country continues to face high levels of inequality.

Russia

An unusual structure has gradually taken shape on a densely forested mountainside

overlooking Russia's Black Sea coast. It was reportedly originally designed as a simple vacation home

with a pool, but has been transformed into a grand mansion, similar to the rural palaces built by

Russian tsars in the 18th century. The primary way in which funds were stolen from the government,

from Putin and Russian Oligarchs was through a scheme involving hospital supplies. Several Russian
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millionaires have donated millions of dollars to assist renovate Russia's hospitals, including Chelsea

Football Club owner Roman Abramovich. One of those responsible for the palace's construction,

Sergei Kolesnikov, imported the medical equipment and claims that his company was able to

negotiate significant discounts on the supplies. In addition, according to Kolesnikov, millions of

dollars were saved in this way, and most of that money was moved into offshore firms - without the

donors' knowledge - for use in other investment projects at Putin's request. These included

struggling businesses like shipbuilding, which Kolesnikov claims he discussed directly with Putin, but

a growing part of the extra funding, he claims, went to "Project South," the Black Sea palace near the

village of Praskoveevka.

In Chechnya, a constituent republic of Russia situated in the North Caucasus in Eastern

Europe, close to the Caspian Sea. Everyone earning a wage pays an unofficial tax to an opaque fund

controlled by the head of the republic, Ramzan Kadyrov. While the fund helped build homes and

mosques in Somalia and provided international aid, it also allegedly paid for Kadyrov's lavish 35th

birthday party and the celebrities who attended, a US$2 million boxing session with Mike Tyson, and

16 motorcycles that Kadyrov gave to a nationalist biker gang in front of the entire country. Some

Chechens lose half of their earnings to this fund, which collects between $648 and $864 million

every year, approximately two-thirds of Chechnya's budget. Kadyrov is also accused of helping

himself to the national budget while committing human rights violations that have resulted in US

sanctions.

Venezuela

Venezuela was South America's richest country less than 20 years ago. It is currently

experiencing one of its biggest political and humanitarian crises, with corruption playing a crucial

part. The robbery of PDVSA, the state-owned oil firm, is an example of pervasive government

corruption at the highest levels. Venezuela's massive oil reserves, which were once the source of the

country's prosperity, eventually filled the pockets of a small handful of people.

A group of Venezuelan ex-officials allegedly siphoned off US$1.2 billion from PDVSA to the US with

the help of European and US banks, taking advantage of the country's complicated currency

exchange system, which only allows certain people and companies to exchange currencies at the

official, massively inflated rate. Officials purchased Venezuelan Bolivars on the illegal market at a

rate of roughly 1:100. (in 2014). That means they could have paid $1 million for 100 million Bolivars.
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They subsequently swapped this money for $10 million at the official rate of 1:10, resulting in a

tenfold rise. Last year, two people implicated in the incident pleaded guilty, and authorities are now

looking into the money laundering plan in further detail.

Equatorial Guinea

Equatorial Guinea's political corruption is high by international standards, and it is among

the worst of any country on the planet. It has been dubbed "an almost ideal kleptocracy," with the

amount of systemic corruption and rulers' disregard to the welfare of the people placing it at the

bottom of every major governance indicator or ranking, below nations with similar per capita GDPs.

In July 2009, Jan Mouawad of The New York Times said, "Few countries represent oil-fueled

corruption and nepotism more than Equatorial Guinea." According to the Open Society Foundations,

its corruption system is "unparalleled in its brazenness." This government is run by a small handful

of influential people who siphon the majority of the country's revenues, mainly from vast oil

reserves in the country’s waters, into their own secret bank accounts in other nations. According to

academic Geoffrey Wood, Equatorial Guinea's corruption is so widespread that it can be classified as

a criminal state.

United States

In the United States, corruption is a rising concern in a variety of fields, particularly in

politics. Transparency International classified the United States as the 25th least corrupt country in

the world in 2020 (out of 180 nations), down from 18th in 2016. On corruption in government and

other institutions, the United States ranked between Bhutan (24) and Chile (26) in this list. In 2019,

Transparency International stated that the United States is "experiencing threats to its system of

checks and balances", along with an "erosion of ethical norms at the highest levels of power".

Stephen Walt asserted in 2019 that the United States is more corrupt than its own residents realize,

citing the causes of the Great Recession, the failure of the Boeing 737 MAX, which was grounded

worldwide from March 2019 to November 2020, and the 2019 college admissions bribery scandal as

examples. Walt argues that these examples show that corruption is a growing problem in the United

States and in the longer term threatens the country's soft power.

The Fat Leonard affair is a long-running corruption case in the US Navy. At the centre of the

scandal was Glenn Defense Marine Asia, a company owned by Leonard Glenn Francis, a Malaysian
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known as "Fat Leonard."In exchange for classified information about the movements of US ships

and submarines, confidential contracting information, and information about active law

enforcement investigations into GDMA, Francis paid a large number of US uniformed officers of the

US Seventh Fleet at least half a million dollars in cash, plus travel expenses, luxury items, and

prostitutes. Francis then "exploited the intelligence for illicit profit, brazenly ordering his moles to

redirect aircraft carriers to ports he controlled in Southeast Asia so he could more easily bilk the

Navy for fuel, tugboats, barges, food, water and sewage removal."

Lebanon

Corruption has always existed in Lebanon, but it became far more prevalent after the civil

war ended in 1990. It was once taboo, but it is now at the forefront of Lebanon's national debate.

Lebanon is ranked 137th out of 180 countries on Transparency International's Corruption

Perceptions Index (CPI), with a score of 28%.

The government of Lebanon is based on Confessionalism (politics), with religious

communities allocating parliamentary seats and other government positions.

Since the Lebanese Civil War, many members of the government have been in power, with a

simple shuffle of posts every election cycle. Many people hold this system responsible for the

country's ongoing corruption. According to reports, government officials frequently award contracts

to friends and relatives, causing many of the country's difficulties, such as daily power outages.

Despite broad resistance, many working-class Lebanese residents rely on financial help from their

political party, which prevents them from speaking out against the system.

Corruption occurs at all levels of society and is not restricted to high-ranking authorities.

Using personal family and party ties to obtain favours such as bypassing administrative paperwork,

getting into a selective institution, or finding a job, known locally as wasta, is standard practise and

has become the social norm, as it is in many surrounding nations. Although many people believe

that utilising wasta is acceptable in each circumstance because institutions are often ineffective

without it, it is also widely acknowledged that the social phenomena exacerbates economic

disparity.

Nigeria
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Nigeria is a famous example, particularly under the administration of General Sani Abacha,

who was Nigeria's de facto president from 1993 to 1998. He is said to have stolen between $3 and

$4 billion USD. He and his relatives are frequently featured in Nigerian Prince scams, which claim to

give great wealth in exchange for "assistance" in laundering his stolen "fortunes," which turn out to

be non-existent. In addition, more than $400 billion was stolen from the treasury by Nigeria's

leaders between 1960 and 1999

Corruption is a constant phenomenon in Nigeria. In 2012, Nigeria was estimated to have lost

over $400 billion to corruption since independence. In 2018, the country ranked 144th in the 180

countries listed in Transparency International's Corruption Index.

Nigerian politicians frequently hold positions of power and wealth as a result of their ties to the

country's oil and gas industry. The Nigerian National Petroleum Company, a state-owned company,

is in charge of these gas businesses (NNPC). Oil and gas exports make for more than 90% of

Nigeria's total export revenue. While many politicians own or have stakes in these sectors, the

energy sector's tax revenues are reduced, and the profits of Nigeria's energy resources are not

properly dispersed throughout the country, with Lagos State benefiting disproportionately. As a

result, oil and gas income provide for the great majority of the federal budget and government

officials' salaries. Vote rigging by political parties in elections is widespread and corruption is

endemic within government. Political appointments are dominated by business arrangements and

family loyalties, allowing politicians, officials, and their business associates, who together make up

the ruling elite, to ensure that they all become wealthy through behind-the-scenes deals and the

awarding of lucrative contracts to preferred supporters. Many government personnel earned annual

salaries in excess of $1 million in 2018. Corruption pervades the Nigerian government at all levels.

Corruption inside the state is projected to cost the country billions of dollars every year, ranging

from large contract fraud at the top to tiny bribery, money laundering schemes, embezzlement, and

stealing paychecks from low level personnel.
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Timeline of Multilateral Responses to Corruption

Date Description of event

1971 Frank Serpico was a former New York City police officer who testified
before the Knapp Commission, investigating police corruption in the
NYPD, accusing numerous of his colleagues of bribery and other
offenses. Serpico was the first police officer in the history of the NYPD
to come forward and report on widespread, systemic corruption
payoffs totaling millions of dollars.

December 17th, 1997 The OECD Anti-Bribery Convention is an anti-corruption treaty that
requires signatory countries to make foreign public official bribery
illegal. The convention is a legally binding international agreement that
focuses on the supply side of bribery by making it illegal for firms or
people to propose or give bribes to foreign public officials.

October 31st, 2003 The United Nations Convention Against Corruption, is a treaty that
recognises the significance of both preventive and punitive measures,
addresses the cross-border nature of corruption with provisions on
international cooperation and on the return of the proceeds of
corruption.  UNCAC's mission is to decrease distinctive kinds of
corruption that can occur beyond national borders, such as influence
peddling and power abuse. Another goal of the UNCAC is to
strengthen international law enforcement and judicial cooperation
between countries by providing effective legal mechanisms for
international asset recovery.

2010 The International Anti-Corruption Academy (IACA) is an
intergovernmental organisation established in Laxenburg, Austria that
teaches anti-corruption tactics to government officials and
professionals.The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, Interpol,
the European Anti-Fraud Office, the Republic of Austria, among others
founded the International Anti-Corruption Academy (IACA) in 2010.
IACA was granted the status of an international organisation in March
2011. The IACA membership agreement had been signed by 61
countries as of 2013. The organisation now has 80 members, including
four intergovernmental organisations and 76 UN member states, as of
August 2020.

April 3rd, 2016 The Panama Papers are a collection of 11.5 million papers from the
offshore law firm Mossack Fonseca. More than 214,488 offshore
entities are included in the files, which include financial and
attorney–client information. Previously kept secret personal financial
information about wealthy individuals and public figures is contained
in the documents. The prosecution of Jan Marsalek and international
financial crooks David and Josh Baazov was initiated by the release of
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these records. While offshore businesses are lawful, reporters
discovered that certain Mossack Fonseca shell organizations were
used for criminal purposes such as fraud, tax evasion, and avoiding
international sanctions.

2017 The Paradise Papers are a collection of more than 13.4 million secret
electronic papers about offshore investments that were leaked to
German journalists Frederik Obermaier and Bastian Obermayer.

January, 2020 Luanda Leaks exposed how Isabel dos Santos, Angola's richest
woman, amassed a fortune through a network of Western advisors.
The research uncovered two decades of corrupt dealings that made
dos Santos Africa's wealthiest woman while leaving oil- and
diamond-rich Angola among the world's poorest nations. The research
revealed how dos Santos and her husband, Sindika Dokolo,
established their fortune by utilizing numerous secrecy jurisdictions.

October 3rd, 2021 Beginning on October 3, 2021, the International Consortium of
Investigative Journalists (ICIJ) disseminated 11.9 million leaked
documents containing 2.9 gigabytes of data. The leak revealed 35
world leaders' secret offshore accounts, including current and former
presidents, prime ministers, and heads of state, as well as more than
100 billionaires, celebrities, and business executives.

Relevant UN Treaties and Resolutions

United Nations Convention Against Corruption (UNCAC) and UN Resolution 58/4, on

adopting UNCAC

The only legally binding universal anti-corruption instrument is the United Nations

Convention against Corruption. Its broad scope and the fact that many of its provisions are

mandatory to make it a one-of-a-kind tool for formulating a comprehensive response to a global

problem. Preventive measures, criminalization and law enforcement, international collaboration,

asset recovery, and technical aid, and information exchange are all covered. Bribery, trading in

influence, abuse of functions, and numerous acts of corruption in the private sector are all covered

under it.
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OECD Anti Bribery Convention

The OECD Anti-Bribery Convention is an anti-corruption agreement that requires signatory

countries to criminalize bribery of foreign public officials. The convention is a legally binding

international agreement that targets the supply side of bribery by making it illegal for companies or

individuals to propose or give bribes to foreign public officials.

Parties to the convention agree to make bribery of foreign public officials a criminal offence

in their jurisdictions, and to investigate, prosecute, and punish those who commit it. Creating a

framework in which companies, not just individuals, can be held liable for foreign bribery,

establishing effective dissuasive sanctions and a basis for jurisdiction in combating bribery of foreign

public officials, and cooperating with foreign law enforcement agencies in the fight against foreign

bribery are all key elements of their commitments. The OECD does not have the authority to execute

the convention; instead, it supervises its implementation by member countries. Countries are

responsible for enacting laws and regulations that comply with the agreement and, as a result,

ensure that it is enforced.

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue

Anti-corruption initiatives frequently begin with high aspirations, a lot of fanfare, and, in

some cases, genuine political support from top officials. However, success has been elusive at best,

with few success stories to offer. Improvements in specific programmes and agencies are often

fleeting, difficult to demonstrate, and difficult to extrapolate to other parts of the government. Why

does corruption persist so tenaciously? There are various challenges, some of which are: inherent

flaws in the nature of anti-corruption efforts, and the result of avoidable strategic errors. Over the

last generation, anti-corruption efforts have gained widespread support and evolved into

increasingly complex forms.

Given the difficulty of assessing corruption, any such assessment is speculative: the majority

of corrupt acts are hidden and go unreported since there is no immediate victim, and those in the

know frequently share a desire for secrecy. It's even harder to identify trends. Essentially, the core

reason for why these initiatives fail is because of a lack of a “corrupt-free (clean) police force” and a

lack of an independent judiciary. Police are corrupt and don’t arrest criminals. However, if they do

arrest criminals, the judiciary is corrupt and doesn't convict.

15



Possible Solutions

Removal of corrupt sections of the government

The lack of a "corrupt-free (clean) police force" and an independent judiciary are the main

reasons why these attempts fail. Criminals are not apprehended by the police because the police

forces are corrupted. However, even if offenders are detained, the justice system is corrupt and

does not prosecute and convict them.

Before 2003, Georgia was one of the most corrupt countries in Eurasia, but after progressive

anti-corruption movements and initiatives, in 2012 the World Bank labeled Georgia a “unique

success” in the fight against corruption. Georgia's 4.3 million residents lived in one of the world's

most corrupt countries, according to Transparency International. A bribe was required in almost

every government transaction. Bureaucrats in charge of a variety of permits and licences took

advantage of their positions to extort kickbacks. For example, if a member of the reviled traffic

police pulled you up allegedly for a traffic offence, you'd almost always have to pay. The ability to

purchase their way out of issues and annoyances was appreciated by some citizens, particularly the

wealthier ones. On the other hand, most public employees made such pitiful wages that the fact that

they had to supplement their income by accepting bribes had become a fact of life. The main

solution in Georgia was completely reorganizing the government. Many ministries and public

servants (such as the Ministry of Education and the Police force), fired all of their employees, and

chose to start on a clean slate. Essentially firing and rehiring large parts of the government. In

addition, they made every administrative procedure 1-step so corruption could be reduced and

jailed a large number of people.

NGO governmental monitor

In many developing countries, which are known for being cesspools and breeding grounds of

corruption, all branches of government are riddled with this fraud. When the executive, legislative

and judicial systems are connected by webs of corruption, the efficiency of the government and its

positive impact on the population is reduced. Therefore the necessity for non-governmental

organizations which monitor the government is to prevent the expansion of corruption, and to

eradicate it.
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Independent press

Freedom of press is the principle that communication and expression through diverse

media, including written and electronic media, particularly published contents, should be regarded

as a right to be freely exercised. There are plenty examples regarding the press’ ability to uncover

information that was previously unknown to the population. Such as corruption regarding Zuma,

Putin and Nigeria. Such liberty requires the lack of intervention by a state, and its preservation may

be sought through the constitution or other legal safeguards. In countries where corruption is

rampant, this is a necessity because it promotes transparency, enables the population to inform

themselves of instances of corruption in government, exemplifies the right that the people have

over freedom of speech, association (protest), and petition. When citizens become aware of  the

extensive fraud and crime, reforms are more likely to be implemented and the fear of being

exposed will compel officials to cease their corrupt practices.

Mobile telecommunications and radio broadcasts

In underdeveloped countries like Africa, where other sources of communication are

restricted, mobile telecommunications and radio broadcasting aid in the battle against corruption.

Using Africa's two most powerful technologies (radio and mobile phone) does not appear to be a

technical breakthrough. However, a World Bank project in Burundi is having remarkable success

reaching out to the country's large youthful population by broadcasting third-party research on

corruption and weak governance via a call-in radio show. Corruption is a big subject, with 50 percent

of entrepreneurs admitting to having to bribe party officials to further their business and upwards of

94 percent of NGOs admitting the government is corrupt. Burundi's youngsters are the target

audience for the radio broadcast in question. Callers utilise their cellphones to ask inquiries and

share experiences of suspected corruption with the show's hosts. Their cellphone serves as their

voice, allowing them to be heard by tens of thousands of people who share their interests. The

initiative aims to not only raise awareness about the dangers of corruption, but also to involve a key

demographic in civil society problems.
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A powerful and independent Ombudsman

An ombudsman is a government or parliament-appointed officer who has a significant

degree of independence. The Ombudsman can look into complaints against government

departments and agencies' acts and decisions, as well as the services provided by most private

contractors for the government, and supervise police complaint investigations. There is evidence

that this system works, because as Inside Story describes in Australia: "The ombudsman’s office has

been a resounding success. The fact that any person can make a complaint, at no charge, and have

it resolved by an independent and impartial authority is a major tool for ensuring the accountability

of government administration. That the ombudsman’s processes are themselves transparent is a

further strength. The past thirty-five years have demonstrated that, when necessary, the

ombudsman has stood up for the principles of fairness, equity and proper redress. Armed with

extensive powers, the office can get to the truth of the matter, and thus has exposed flaws,

negligence and defects and pointed to better policy directions."

Effective systems and laws protecting whistleblowers

A whistleblower is a person who reveals any knowledge or action within a private or public

institution that is judged unlawful, unethical, or incorrect. Information on alleged wrongdoing can be

characterised in a variety of ways, including a violation of corporate policy/rules, a violation of law, a

violation of regulation, a threat to the public interest/national security, fraud, and corruption.

Whistleblowers have the option of bringing facts or allegations to light either internally or publicly.

Internally, a whistleblower can bring his or her allegations to the notice of others in the accused

organisation, such as a direct supervisor. A whistleblower can bring claims to light outside of an

accused company/government by contacting a third party such as the media, law enforcement, or

those who are concerned. Whistleblowers, on the other hand, run the risk of experiencing harsh

punishment from those accused or alleged of wrongdoing. When procedures and protocols are

implemented which favour whistleblowers' information to be revealed, instances of corruption more

often come to light. Subsequently, this discourages corruption in the government for fear of public

reprisal. However, it is important to remember that without laws that protect these whistleblowers,

it is more dangerous for them to reveal compromising and/or incriminating evidence, which then

deters them from exposing these crimes to the public.
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Effective and Powerful Anti-Corruption Agencies

Botswana, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, New Zealand, Rwanda, and Singapore

are all examples of countries with effective and powerful anti-corruption agencies. It is critical

because effectively combating corruption requires them to provide anti-corruption agencies (ACAs)

with the necessary powers, budget, personnel, and independence to enforce anti-corruption laws

impartially. Without an ACA, New Zealand has been able to combat corruption by relying on other

institutions to ensure good governance. Hong Kong, Botswana, and Rwanda followed Singapore's

lead in rejecting the unsuccessful British colonial government's tactic of utilising the police to

combat corruption and instead relying on a single ACA. Having a single ACA, however, does not

guarantee success unless it has the authority, resources, people, and independence to act as a

watchdog rather than an attack dog against the government's political opponents. Because

combating corruption in the five countries is still a work in progress, policymakers must maintain

their effective ACAs to address the growing threat of private sector corruption.
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