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Introduction

The United Nations defines human trafficking as the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring, or receipt of persons by improper means (such as force, abduction, fraud, or coercion) for an improper purpose including forced labor or sexual exploitation (UN) Not  to be mistaken with Human smuggling. A similar crime  but with one large difference, which it involves the consent of the person being smuggled.

This  issue goes back to before the 1200 and started as what is commonly known as slavery; the purchase and exchange of slaves. Slavery for sexual purposes however, started much later around the 1700 and was named “White slavery”. Later on, around 1904 monarchs signed an international agreement on making white slavery illegal. In 1927, after WWI, the League of Nations was founded. It had the goal maintaining world peace and also focusing on international issues such as human trafficking . With this initiative also came  some reforms to the term and White Slave Traffic was changed to "traffic of  women and children" so that everyone was included with no racial discrimination. Human trafficking is difficult to recognize and trace due to the emotional and physical  abuse that victims go though, Making them scared to trust any type of aid or look for it themselves. .Its profitability is comparable to drug trafficking and arms smuggling and their eradication is  also hard since, as any economic activity, its existence depends greatly  on the demand of the  market. The vast majority of victims are women who will end up in the scourge of the prostitution where they will be sexually exploited. They will end up becoming victims because mafias or groups specialized in human trafficking take advantage of their weak state; either for a circumstance such as poverty, a weak mental or physical state, etc. There are many ways in those that manage to deceive their victims but the most common is the following;  a trafficker offers a job in a more developed country  to a person in a situation of poverty,  and the possibility of transporting them safely there. The victim then accepts “and they travel to what they consider to be a better life ”(Interpol, 2019) accepting also assumes a debt with the traffickers that they   think  will be able to assume  with their  new salary. 

Human trafficking affects every country of the world, as many are considered as countries of origin, transit or destination - or even a combination of all. Trafficking often occurs from less developed countries to more developed countries, where people are rendered vulnerable to trafficking by virtue of poverty, conflict or other conditions. Most trafficking is national or regional, but there are also notable cases of long-distance trafficking. Europe is the destination for victims from the widest range of destinations, while victims from Asia are trafficked to the widest range of destinations. The Americas are prominent both as the origin and destination of victims of human trafficking. (UNODC)

Definition of Key Terms

Decriminalization
Decriminalization , is “the removal of penalties for sex work, most specifically prostitution”, which is the practice of engaging in sexual activity in exchange for payment. (Human). The term decriminalization can often be confused with legalization . The two are very different, as legalization requires the government to remove “all legal prohibitions against'' the activity . Meaning, if  a sex work  is legalized, then there would be no limits on its use and production and no consequences whatsoever. However, if a sex work is decriminalized, it is still considered illegal, and there are limits and restrictions, previously imposed by the government, under which this practice would be considered legal.

Sexual exploitation
“Actual or attempted abuse of a position of vulnerability, power, or trust, for sexual purposes, including, but not limited to, profiting monetarily, socially or politically from the sexual exploitation of another.”(WHO). There is a clear difference  between what is considered sex work and what is considered sexual exploitation therefore these two should not get confused. 


HIV/AIDS
 Human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) is a virus that destroys a person’s white blood cells that protect the body from diseases. HIV can be spread from a person with HIV to another person through “certain bodily fluids,” usually during unprotected sex . Currently, there is no cure for HIV, which means that once a person is infected with the disease, they have it for life. However, there are many prescriptions that help “people with HIV” to “live long and healthy lives and prevent transmitting HIV to their sexual partners,” such as the Antiretroviral Therapy (ART). Yet, if HIV is not treated in any way, it develops into Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome (AIDS). AIDS destroys a person's immune system, which means that a person with AIDS will most likely live only for 1-3 more years (“What Are HIV...”)


STD’s and STI’s
Sexually transmitted diseases (STDs), or sexually transmitted infections (STIs), are infections that are passed from one person to another through sexual contact. (Medicine) Due to the nature of this practice and the lack of hygienic conditions and periodic testing for those involved in forced sexual labor, those involved are highly probable of contracting these types of conditions.


Background Information

Human trafficking and its relationship with prostitution

According to the International Labor Organization (ILO) it is estimated that 21 million people are victims of human trafficking and UNICEF estimates that 1.2Millions of children are trafficked each year, although the ILO estimates that. Of all these people, 70% are women (UNODC, 2019). These data are not for sure due to the illegality of this activity and the lack of complaints caused by the difficulty for the victims to actually carry them out, apart from the data presented above and of those that will be presented to below there is hardly any reliable data. Of all the people who have been deceived with a promise of a better future , that they have been sold by a relative, that have been kidnapped or that suffered from any type of human trafficking, 59% are forced to work in the prostitution. (UNODC, 2018)Other areas of forced labor is the agriculture sector, begging, child pornography, theft, clandestine workshops or organ trafficking. Prostitution therefore is the most common destination for victims of human trafficking and therefore it is important the position that states take on the commercialization of sex.

The reason someone would benefit from human trafficking is purely economic since “Trafficking is an economic, illicit and contrary to Human Rights, but governed by economic laws "(Priestley, 2019) especially that of supply and demand, which explains the difficulty of its eradication since if the demand persists in the same way as today  the illegal groups that engage in trafficking will continue to have a motive by which to continue with their illegal activity. That is why it is very important the position adopted by different states in  this economic activity . as this position could be the  key to reducing demand, which consequently would help reduce trafficking since the elimination and eradication of this is practically impossible for reasons discussed above.


Different views on sex work 

Currently there are three main approaches that have been taken by member states in  to deal with sex work . The first one, and the one being debated against,  is Criminalization. This defends the prohibition of prostitution and persecution of every person involved in this process, an example of this,  is the majority  of  the states in the United States of America. Other states have adopted Abolitionism. This believes that prostitution should be prohibited, but does not  supports the persecution of women in this labor force, who by definition are considered victims (even if they are not trafficked) since they are in that situation for poverty, social exclusion and in general by external factors that exert an invisible coercion. This position believes that both  the user,  and the pimp, are criminals since they are considered to have been part of a consensual rape, this position is supported by the various studies that prove that only a minority of people who practice prostitution would not  change occupations if they could.  Lastly, there is the legalization of this practice .It defends that prostitution is one more business that is due consider normal, and that therefore their workers and employers must enjoy the same rights as other workers, as well as the discharge sickness, the option to pay taxes in order to obtain a pension, or healthcare. An example where this has been successfully implemented would be the  Netherlands. 

Major Countries and Organizations Involved

Germany

On 19 October 2001 the German Bundestag passed the Act Regulating the Legal Situation of Prostitutes (Prostitution Act). The Act entered into force on 1 January 2002 This act made voluntary sex work legal and prior to it this practice was seen as immoral and could have been prosecuted. After this act, sex workers should pay taxes and prostitutes have access to social security benefits  and health insurance. However, this has shown a spike in the demand for this sex work and the stigma is still present around this practice. It has shown adverse effects on the socioeconomic status of women, especially during the pandemic.  Germany took a different stance to other  European states. Because of this, it would be interesting to take into consideration Germany’s view on it and the nuances of this act.

United States of America

The United States took more of a conservative approach, and prostitution is considered illegal in the vast majority of states of the US. There are many factors under consideration when it comes to reviewing laws about this practice such as: the danger associated with this profession, and the fact that this practice falls under jurisdiction of state laws rather than federal law. However, similar industries such as exotic dancing and pornography are somewhat legalized, the volatility of the regulations surrounding them makes it easy for a thin line to be crossed into the illegality of this practice. (HG.ORG)

Netherlands 

In October 2000 the general ban on brothels and pimping in the Criminal Code were lifted. This allowed regulating the sex industry under law and the treatment of sex work as labor. The Netherlands is one of the most popular destinations for  international sex tourism.
Simultaneously, the prohibition on the use of coercion and the penalties for it were sharpened. This amendment aimed to combat criminal activity related to prostitution, combat abuse of minors and improve the position of prostitutes as well as abolish the existence of forced labor and exploitation. This successfully decreased both demand and supply for this work and showed to be prosperous. Nevertheless, a posterior evaluation discovered that forced sex work was still happening.

Sweden

Sweden was the pioneer in what we know now as the Nordic model on prostitution. This reform has been adopted by numerous member states such as United kingdom, Ireland, France and many others. This model aims to decriminalize the voluntary sex work but to prosecute the demander or the costumer for this practice. This aimed to decrease the demand that prompted sex trafficking. Therefore with this, it aimed to make the purchase of sex work frowned upon and even socially unacceptable since the values and society norms change with time and new generations. ( What is the Nordic Model?)


Portugal

In Portugal, prostitution is legal but the third party facilitation, promotion or profit is illegal and therefore so are brothels. These policies are also inconsistent when it comes to the working and living conditions of sex workers since it is considered illegal to rent apartments for sex work therefore indoor cooperatives are also not allowed. Making street prostitution legal. (nswp)

 The Dominican Republic

There are no laws that explicitly prohibit or legalize prostitution in the Dominican Republic therefore, it is known as a destination for sex tourists and  because of its lack of regulation of this practice it is dangerous to engage in it   since there are copious amounts  of criminal activities  associated with it. The Center for Integral Orientation and Investigation estimates that there are around 100,000 sex workers in the territory and therefore it is situated as one of the countries with the largest exports of sex workers as well.


Timeline of Events

	Date
	Description of event

	Prior to 1200
	Existence of slavery , exchange and ownership of such, and the use of  people for forced labor 

	1700
	The term “White slavery” was created in order to talk about the ownership and purchase of slaves that no longer were only from African origin. Most commonly used for sex exploitation.

	1807

	Great Britain passed a law that made the Transatlantic Slave Trade illegal.

	1820 
	United States did the same as Great Britain  

	1910
	13 countries signed the International Convention for the Suppression of White Slave Trade 


	1927
	League of nations changed  the term and definition of “White slavery” to human trafficking of women and children.


	 25 December 2003
	UNODC protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons
 


	26 February 2014
	The European parliament passed a resolution on sexual exploitation and prostitution and its impact on gender equality 




	2018-2022







	The Global Action to Prevent and Address Trafficking in Persons and the Smuggling of Migrants







Relevant UN Treaties and Resolutions

The United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime

The united nations convention against transnational organized crime , or most commonly known as the Palermo convention, is fundamental to addressing this topic. This convention occurred on the year 2000 in the city of Palermo, Italy and by signing it, the international community aimed to join forces in order to address crime globally. It especially addressed the existence of organized crime and aimed to drop some of the national barriers when it came to law enforcement in order to create a common consensus of what is considered as organized crime and the illegality of human trafficking or smuggling. It mainly defined what was considered as organized crime and stated several protocols that the singing member states should follow in the case of witnessing trafficking of people, most specifically women and children, as well as migrant smuggling by air, land or sea. This was in fact fundamental since these types of organizations are the culprits for most of the large influxes on human smuggling (Crime).


Security Council’s 2016 Resolution on Human trafficking.

The Security Council Unanimously agreed on the fact that persons desperately fleeing armed conflict are especially vulnerable to trafficking in persons and to other forms of exploitation. This resolution was passed thanks to exhaustive research and reports that evaluated the correlation between areas of civil conflict and the increase of the use of that territory for human trafficking, especially targeting women and children under a state of economic and social distress. It highlighted therefore, the undeniable relationship between increased human trafficking and transnational organized criminal activity that could lead to further threats to security. Because this report also discovered the sale of women and children as a means to fun terrorist groups’ activities, it called upon member states’ need to enforce laws that would dismantle the networks. Therefore, this resolution also classified victims of human trafficking as those of terrorism. The resolution came as a culmination of many presidential statements, reports from the Secretary General, and the stressing of the importance of the Palermo convention. (Council)


Previous Attempts to solve the Issue

European Parliament Resolution of 26 February 2014 on sexual exploitation and its impact on gender equality.

The European Union took a slightly different approach to those mentioned beforehand, because they decided to “Rather than blanket legalization – which has been a disaster in Holland and Germany – we need a more nuanced approach to prostitution, which punishes men who treat women’s bodies as a commodity, without criminalizing those who are driven into sex work," (European Parliament News) In this resolution, they aimed to eradicate prostitution by focusing more on the demand for it rather than on the supply . A resolution In which they believed that prostitution was a violation of human rights and dignity,  and seaked to offer exit strategies for women coming from low income origin.


Possible Solutions
One of the main reasons for the complexity of this problem is that it is an economic activity and as mentioned before this is based on the demand. Controlling the demand completely is impossible since this is governed by the needs and tastes of consumers, but those tastes can be changed through awareness and regularization. A decade ago this solution would not be as effective, but as it happens over time it can be seen  how the younger generations care and are more aware of their  surroundings, a great example is the change climate or even smaller actions such as people taking metal straws in  their purse or the existence of establishments that now offer  paper straws. However, the way in which that awareness is carried is crucial since just with posters on buses or photos on Social media are not enough.

Another proposal would be to create a seal that the government gives to those companies that have passed through an exhaustive control to ensure the well-being of new sex  workers. Not only this way we will reduce human trafficking, but also labor exploitation and once that sign is created, make people aware of the meaning of it. This process will not be done overnight and may take longer than a year and obviously not everyone will be willing to see if the label has the seal but with this system existing we will already be saving victims and creating citizens more committed to the wellbeing of the society which will be a great step towards a brighter future.

Another solution  is to adopt the legalization position regarding to prostitution. Germany for example has tried to do something similar modifying its prostitution law after fifteen years, although its effectiveness is questioned have a good basis .

In general the UN is an advocate for the legalization of this practice.
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