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Introduction

Maritime Piracy has been present in society for many centuries all around the world. However, after a hardly manageable increase of piracy in Somalia which occurred as of 1991, it has again become an issue relevant to society today.

Many measures were taken against maritime crime and statistics show that reported piracy has decreased. Organizations were created and various nations collaborated in order to combat the issue. The issue was handled from various aspects, ranging from helping pirate criminals in prison to prevent them from going back into piracy, to creating networks of public piracy reports which would immediately be taken care of by military stationed close to the area. 

All the efforts paid off.  In 2019, the world saw the fewest attacks and attempted attacks to have occurred over the past 25 years. 

However, most likely due to a combination of Covid-19, which has led to a shift in public safety efforts from sea piracy to more immediate concerns on land, and in increase in far too familiar causes of maritime piracy, such as weak governments and poverty. Currently,  2020 has already seen more cases of maritime piracy that 2019. It is expected that these numbers will continue to increase unless further measures are taken.  


Definition of Key Terms

Maritime Piracy
“a)robbery or hijacking, where the target of the attack is to steal a maritime vessel or its cargo
b) kidnapping, where the vessel and crew are threatened until a ransom is paid”
- UNODC 

Background Information

Causes of Maritime Piracy 

The main three causes of maritime piracy consist of weak governments, economic hardship and an easy access to weapons. A lack of government stability or control over a nation is a common factor that many regions high in maritime piracy share. Recently, here has been an increase of piracy in the waters of South America and West Africa. When we compare the general condition of these areas to Somalia a decade ago, the similarities that can be found are the following:  weak governments tangled in political violence- and a lack of resources and easy access to weapons.  The economic crisis in Venezuela and Brazil are causing many people who are hungry and jobless turn to maritime piracy. In addition, the weak and corrupt police and officials only contribute to the issue. It is the combination of both weak governments and economic hardship that play the influential role related to maritime piracy. For criminals it's a chance to raise money for their land-based fights and battles by stealing from passing ships which aren’t well protected. In Nigeria, militant groups resell oil off tanker ships on the black market. In Somalia, many pirates had easy access to weapons, which often gave them the upper hand when opposing ships. This only helps the piracy cycle, making it more successful and harder to fight against.  The Covid-19 pandemic is not only shifting public safety efforts and funds from sea to the on land crisis, but it is leaving many without jobs. Impoverished people often turn to piracy if it means they can provide food for their families. Though individual factors can be the cause of piracy, it is often a form of combination between governmental instability, a suffering economy and easy weapon access that make a clear link to an increase of maritime piracy. 
 

Maritime Piracy Increase 2020

During the months January, February and March of 2020, attacks and attempted attacks have risen by 24% in comparison to those months in 2019. It is predicted that these numbers will only increase. 

This is due to a few reasons. First of all, because of Covid-19, governments are moving their public safety efforts from maritime pircary to on-land safety measures. This leads to more opportunity for pirates. A decrease of crew members on ships relative to the Covid-19 regulations makes it harder to protect the ships. Less trade is caused by a slowed consumer spending worldwide, decreasing the spendings of shipping companies on armed guards or any measures against maritime robbing. 

The expected attacks and attempted attacks currently aren’t close to the numbers we saw in Somalia ten years ago. However, if the point is reached where more people turn to piracy in order to survive due to an economic crisis and easier access to ships, it alarms many for it could lead out of hand. 

Major Locations and Organisations Involved	Comment by Elisabeth Marielle Euphemia Van Meer: is this okay?

IMO (International Maritime Organization)
An International Organization combating maritime piracy- playing a large role during the 1990s and the 2000’s in Somalia. 


Interpol
They focus on working on various levels, national, regional and international, in order to solve this issue. 


Europol 
Worked on many aspects of the issue- working with various other organizations and nations

Gulf of Mexico 
Mexico’s oil industry is seen as a lucrative target for pirates. The lack of security in the region, which is currently focusing on the pandemic, is only worsening the situation. It is due to the instability of the region that maritime attacks are increasing according to maritime security officials. 

EU NAVFOR
Operation took place of the coast off Somalia, and over 200 individuals have been rescued by EU NAVFOR since it was put together in 2008

Somalia 
A government collapse in 1991, and an increase in poverty, caused maritime piracy that would not only affect fishing boats, but soon international vessels too. This caused

ReCAAP(Regional Cooperation Agreement on Combating Piracy and Armed Robbery against Ships in Asia)

Developed during a high crisis regarding maritime piracy, ReCAAP was the first regional government to government cooperation against piracy in Asia. 

Southeast Asia 
There has been a sudden spike in maritime piracy cases in Southeast Asia. In the first half year of 2020, there have occurred twice as many cases as in the whole of 2019. 

West Africa 
Though less than a decade ago, international focus was on Somalia in East Africa, many are worried about the occurrences in West Africa. Currently, most of those attacks happen within the Gulf of Guinea. Though exact numbers are hard to identify, due to the fact that many attacks in this region go unreported, an estimated number of 40%-60%.  The number of attacks are increasing and are notably “a lot more violent than in the rest of the world,” according to Cyrus Mody, assistant director of Commercial Crime Services at the International Chamber of Commerce.



Timeline of Events-all
	Date
	Description of event

	c. 150 BCE
	Eastern Mediteranian Sea is controlled by Sicilian pirates. 

	75 BCE
	All Sicilian pirates are executed by Gauis Julius Caesar. 

	67 BCE
	Gnaeus Pompeius Magnus’ campaign eliminates meditteranean piracy forces for hundreds of years. 

	700-1500
	North Africa, North America, the Mediterreanean, Europe among other places are raided by Vikings

	1700-1730
	Enormous increase of piracy in the Carribean

	1794
	Naval Act was passed in the US

	1800-1820
	In China pirate bands unite to gain power in what we now know as Fujian and Guangdong provinces. The Chinese Navy destroyed these bands in 1820. 




	1991
	Government of Somalia collapses- leading to years of war and economic crisis. As the coast is unguarded, pirate activity starts increasing. 



	2006
	2006 marks the first piracy increase in 3 years. Ten vessels are attacked by Somali pirates



	2007
	The International Maritime Bureau report that pirate attacks of the Somalian Coast have reached 31 in 2007 alone.  



	April 2008
	In regards to combating maritime piracy in Somalia, European Union calls for international efforts. 



	May 2008
	United Nations Security Council unanimously votes in favour of allowing countries to send warships into Somalia’s water to combat maritime piracy



	August 2008
	Discouraging attacks on commercial vessels passing the Gulf of Aden, MSPA (Maritime Security Patrol Area) is established.  



	September 2008
	Somali pirates hijack a Ukrainian ship which carries 33 vessels



	October 2008
	NATO brings naval forces to patrol Somali waters



	November 2008
	Somali pirates capture a Saudi supertank carrying $100 million worth of oil. 



	April 2009
	For the first time in 200 years, the US falls victim to maritime piracy when a vessel is attacked by Somali pirates off the Horn of Africa. 



	July 2010
	First documented pirate hijacking around the Red Sea area. 



	2010
	The International Maritime Bureau reports that of the 445 attacks, 53 hijackings, 1,181 crew members taken hostage, and 8 killed in 2010, 219 attacks, 49 hijackings, and 1,016 hostages occur in the eastern and western coasts of Somalia.



	2011
	The International Maritime Bureau reports 439 attacks, 45 hijackings, and 802 crew members taken hostage in 2011. Again, 8 crew members are killed.




	2019
	The year with the fewest attempted attacks and attacks in 25 years. 



	January-March 2020
	January - March 2020 have seen a 24% increase of piracy attacks and attempted attacks relative to the same three months in 2019. 



	January 2020
	Most notable attack that occurred in Asia, when a fishing trawler was attacked off the east coast of Malaysian state Sabah. Eight crew members were abducted and six months later, five of the crewmembers are still held captive. 




	April 9th 2020
	A container ship was boarded by eight armed raiders when it entered the port of Guayaquil, Ecuador. Shots were fired, and although nobody was harmed, unknown items were removed from the ship.



	May-July 2020
	Of the 49 maritime piracy related kidnappings in 2020, 32 occurred between the months of May and June. This is most likely due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 




Relevant UN Treaties and Resolutions

Resolution 2018 (2011)- Peace and Security in Africa
The resolution was passed in 2011, when maritime piracy related attacks and hijacks were extremely high. It, for the first time recognizes and outlines the graveness of the issue and further expands the importance of finding a solution with international support. 

Resolution 2039 (2012)-
Discusses the serious effects of maritime piracy on the economy, security and international travelling and transportation. 


Previous Attempts to solve the Issue

ReCAAP
Regional Cooperation Agreement on Combating Piracy and Armed Robbery against ships in Asia, also known as ReCAAP, was launched in November 2006. It was the first government to government agreement to encourage and promote cooperation against maritime piracy in Asia. It currently has 14 Asian Contracting Parties from North, Southeast and South Asian nations. It also has 20 Contracting Parties including various from Europe. In 2018, at it's 12th Governing Council meeting, it was announced that ReCAAP Information Sharing Center had met the criteria to be a Center of Excellence for information sharing regarding combating maritime piracy.   

EU NAVFOR
After the extreme negative effects of Somali Piracy became clear, the European Union created the EU Naval Force in November 2008 in accordance with the UN Security Council Resolution. EU NAVFOR has collaborated with various counter-piracy organizations and nations. It focuses on the safety at Sea, conducting Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) rescue missions in order to help local, regional and international vessels, specifically those which carry trade and fishing,  
International collaboration

International Cooperation and Collaboration
Whether it was in Asia, or unanimous votes on the security council, or the extreme input of international organizations, many nations worked in collaboration with each other in order to tackle this issue. It was the unity and variation amongst the solutions that eventually brought such a decrease to the numbers of robbery against shipments at sea. 
· 

Possible Solutions

ReCAAP Worldwide
IMO (International Maritime Organization) proposes to implement the RECAAP procedure worldwide. ReCAAP is thriving in Asia, and considering many non-Asian nations are already collaborating with ReCAAP, it's way of functioning would most likely be accepted and easily implemented. 

Developing and Improving forms of international collaboration
Though it is an issue that only occurs in certain regions, it is one to affect any nation. Therefore it would be in many nations best interest to find efficient ways to work internationally in order to combat maritime piracy. These ideas could be developed off of previous organizations or completely new ideas. 

Regional Development
Focusing on specific locations and work on solutions that work best for their nations. For example, even though the numbers of Somali’s maritime piracy have decreased, the cause of the piracy has not. Somalia still lives in great poverty. UNODC is already working with prisoners (pirates) in prison to develop other skills they have to work with in order to find jobs once they get out. Directly working against the individual problems within a region high in maritime piracy may make it easier to provide a suited solution.

Focusing on the causes of maritime piracy as a form of prevention
High numbers of maritime piracy are largely due to poverty and weak governments. This can be identified when looking at countries like Somalia. Directly tackling the causes of piracy could be another way to avoid the issue as a whole   instead of the after maths of the cause is a realistic and long-term solution. Especially considering the current situation relative to an expected increase in maritime piracy related to Covid-19 and unstable governments- finding solutions to those issues leads to prevention of this increase. 

Reenforcing regulations- internationally, nationally and regionally
Many of the organizations focusing on maritime piracy emphasize the importance of international, and national, collaboration in multiple forms.  UNODC is currently working on making it easier for the contact between judges and prosecutors within regions. 
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