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Introduction

Humanitarian intervention are  actions undertaken by an organization or organizations (usually a state or a coalition of states) that are intended to alleviate extensive human suffering within the borders of a sovereign state. Intervention does not only consist of use of military force, it also includes economic sanctions and humanitarian aid, therefore it is not only carried out by member states, it can be carried out by intergovernmental organizations such as the UN and NATO and/or by nongovernmental organizations such as the Red Cross.

It is true that intervention is against nation's sovereignty which are highlighted in international charters and treaties, therefore it is crucial that the international community creates a set of guidelines that have and will justify humanitarian interventions. Aside from those that criticize it on the basis of a violation of sovereignty,  others that criticize humanitarian intervention say that “it represents a mode of liberal imperialism. Likewise, humanitarian intervention has been censured for coercively imposing Western ideas about rights onto other cultures,” (Britannica).

Definition of Key Terms

Humanitarian Intervention

Actions undertaken by an organization or organizations (usually a state or a coalition of states) that are intended to alleviate extensive human suffering within the borders of a sovereign state


Sovereignty

As defined in the Treaty of Westphalia in 1648, sovereignty, specifically  internal sovereignty, is defined as a state’s ability to rule itself within its borders without interference. 

Responsible Sovereignty

Principle that requires states to protect not only their own people but to cooperate across borders to protect global resources and address transnational threats.
Military Intervention

Military Intervention

Use of military force as a mean to intervene in a foreign territory.

Background Information


Before the Cold War, the term ‘humanitarian intervention’ was not used, interventions were said to be for national purposes, rather than for humanitarian purposes. After the 1990s,  many factors led to the increase of humanitarian Intervention. One of the main factors was the new views on human rights; the idea that as a collective humanity all governments have an obligation to save humans. Another factor was what is called the ‘CNN effect’. As the world globalized and communication improved, public pressure increased. This prevented governments from restricting their sense of morality only to their own people. 


Interventions are usually justified through the intention to stop systematic violations of human rights, including forced expulsions, ethnic cleansing, and, in the most extreme cases, genocide or in situations where there is no effective government and civil order is lacking.

Above all it is important to emphasize that the UN and other intergovernmental organizations themselves also intervene, it is not only nations that intervene. As nations started to engage in humanitarian intervention the United Nations set some guidelines and created bodies in order to address the situation. For example, the UN has a Department of Peace Keeping. The “DPO traces its roots to 1948 with the creation of the first UN peacekeeping operations: UN Truce Supervision Organization (UNTSO) and UN Military Observer Group in India and Pakistan (UNMOGIP). Up to the late 1980s, peacekeeping operations were operated through the UN Office of Special Political Affairs. The official DPO was formally created in 1992” ( ).


Major Countries and Organisations Involved

United States

The United States has been involved in a number of foreign interventions throughout its history. There have been two dominant schools of thought in America about foreign policy,  which either encourage or discourage foreign intervention.  For example, during the 1890s the United States launched minor interventions in Latin America.  Below in the “timeline of events” some of the US’ interventions are listed.

People’s Republic of China

China usually intervenes more through economic means rather than by military means. China is the world's second largest aid donor as it provides developmental aid to more than 100 countries, especially to nations sanctioned by Western governments.

Russian Federation

Western nations see Russia’s involvement in humanitarian aid as a way to counter Western actions.

Spain

Generally instead of militarily intervening, Spain has participated over the last 25 years in humanitarian action as a response to natural disasters and other situations. For example,  in 2018 the Spanish Technical Aid Response Team (START) was launched, which consists of a group of healthcare professionals that are ready to be deployed anywhere in less than 72 hours in the event of a humanitarian emergency.  This occurred for the first time in April 2019, when START was deployed to Mozambique  to respond to the emergency caused by Cyclone Idai.





Timeline of Events


	Date
	Description of event

	1991
	Operation Desert Storm:

On January 16, 1991 the United States announced ‘Operation Desert Storm’ —a military operation to expel occupying Iraqi forces from Kuwait, which Iraq had invaded and annexed months earlier. As a result, a U.S.- led coalition of more than 20 nations had gathered more than 900,000 troops in the region.


	1992 - 1995
	UNOSOM in Somalia:
Somalia in East Africa fell apart in 1991 due to the collapse of a dictatorial regime, a civil war broke out, and there was a huge massacre in the capital. The United Nations Operation in Somalia was a United Nations sponsored humanitarian aid mission that also monitored the first UN-negotiated ceasefire of the Somali Civil War.



	1999
	Kosovo:

In 1985–86, Serbian nationalist politician Slobodan Milosevic campaigned for the Serbian presidency calling for more Serbian authority in Kosovo, and successfully winning the 1986 presidential election. During Milovesic’s rule, a new Serbian constitution was implemented in 1990 that eliminated Kosovo's autonomy. The newly established administration, filled with hatred towards Albanians, removed the ethnic group from the mass media, government, the health and educational systems, forbid them from buying property and stopped teaching Albanian at schools. An ethnic cleansing started, and thousands of Albanians emigrated from Kosovo to escape persecution by the Serbs. 

The violent conflict known as the ‘Kosovo War’ continued and foreign intervention by intergovernmental organizations occurred. The United Nations Security Council approved NATO to intervene in 1999. NATO forces intervened with a 78 day air campaign called Operation Allied Force, which targeted Serbian military bases. During the campaign, more than 11,000 Kosovar Albanians were killed by Serbs and more than a million left Kosovo.. The bombing ended after three months, when the Serbian government withdrew  its forces from Kosovo, and  NATO in return agreed to implement a UN administration in the region to keep peace.



	2001 - Present
	War on Terror:

After the 9/11 attacks, under the presidency of George W. Bush, the United States and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization launched the War on Terror, which started as an intervention to depose the Taliban government in the Afghan War. This was followed by drone attacks in Pakistan, Yemen and Somalia against suspected terrorist targets. Other events include the 2003 invasion of Iraq in order to depose Saddam Hussesin in 2003. As of 2020, the United States is still involved in Afghanistan.

	2011
	Lybian Intervention:

In March 2011, a NATO-led coalition intervened with military force in Libya, to implement UN Security Council Resolution 1973, in the midst of the Lybian Civil War. The UN called for a ceasefire in Libya, in order to stop attacks on civilians and other crimes against humanity. It also imposed  a no-fly zone in the area and tightened sanctions on the Gaddafi regime.

	
	



Relevant UN Treaties and Resolutions

Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations:  The UN requires all P5 members to approve and at least 9 affirmative votes in order for the Security Council to take action
· This for example took place in Iraq. 

(2005~)  The Responsibility to Protect (R2P): Is a global political commitment which was decided by all member states of the United Nations at the 2005 World Summit that looks to address prevention of genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and  ‘crimes against humanity’.


Previous Attempts to solve the Issue


Responsibility to Protect is a  commitment made by nation states at the 2005 World Summit due to previously occurred atrocities like in the Balkans and Rwanda during 1999. In this Summit the international community debated the rules on how to react to systematic violations of human rights in foreign territories. As Kofi Annan, Secretary General said, it was very important to uphold the Charters and work together for a “common humanity”.

After the Summit it was agreed that there were would be two criteria that justified humanitarian intervention:

· Large scale loss of life: whether product of deliberate state action, failed state situation, state neglect, with genocidal intent or not; actual or apprehended

· Large-scale ethnic cleansing: whether carried out by killing, rape, terrorism, actual or apprehended


Possible Solutions

The most viable solution is to reinforce and go over previously existing resolutions on humanitarian intervention. In the 21st century where human rights have become a prominent discussion, state sovereignty has lost importance as a new concept called “responsible sovereignty” has arisen.

The committee should review different treaties and global standards on humanitarian intervention and also look into making new agreements, based on the previously mentioned cases.
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