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Introduction
Capital punishment otherwise known as the death penalty has been
occurring throughout human history with dates as far back as the
Eighteenth Century B.C. This punishment is meant for “the  
deterrence of severing      crimes”(https://www.sentencingproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Deterrence-in-Criminal-Justice.pdf). Throughout time it has come to
the attention that this punishment doesn’t actually have an effect
when trying to deter crime while instead interaction does as shown in several Oxbridge studies.
Therefore questioning the use and viability of this method.

The issue regading capital punishment is found in the field of ethics. 106 out of the 195 UN states have abolished this punishment which shows nations are starting to become more aware of the ethical issues brought up by capital punishment. However, it is undeniable that it still has great relevance across our world as 53 countries out of the 195 in the UN including powerful nations such as the United States, India and China still retain it to this day.

The implications of capital punishment are found in its ethical aspetc. The death penalty has been getting criticesed ethically since the start of its practices and has been protested against on several occasions in the last year alone. Experts suggest that with the national traction the issue is receiving, nations with active protesters of the issue will most likely stop their practices sooner than later although there is no real guarantee of this.

Definition of Key Terms

Capital Punishment

“Capital punishment, also called the death penalty,
execution of an offender sentenced to death after conviction by a court of
law of a criminal offense.”
https://www.britannica.com/topic/capital-punishment

Life Sentence

“the punishment of being put in prison for a very long time,
or, in the US, until death”
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/life-sentence


(To be on) Death Row

in prison and waiting to be killed as a punishment for a crime
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/death-row


Crime

Behavior that the law makes punishable as a public offense. 
https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/crime


Abolition

The act of officially ending or stopping something, usually referring to a law or institution.
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/abolition





Background Information

(Header)

All around the globe, activists have been protesting against the death penalty in hopes of its abolition. In many nations, there efforts have had legitimate effects as they have experienced the abolition of capital punishment. However, in dozens of countries the death penalty is still present which has caused extreme outarage amongst activists. One of these nations is the United States of America which is almost undoubtedly the current epicenter of the issue although studies suggest that other nations like China or Iraq are the nations with the most executions each year even though that has yet to be confirmed.. Furthermore, one of the major reason behind the outrage against the death penalty is that often innocent civilians are murdered and proved innocent just weeks later which shows the risks and incompetence the death penalty can cause for law enforcement instituions all around the globe. Expert agencies believe that in the United States alone, 165 innocent citizens have been sentenced to death in the span of the last two decades.

Major Countries and Organisations Involved

National Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty (NCADP) 

Large organization which attempts to abolish the death penalty in the
United States, one of the countries who mostly uses this method to sentence its guilty prisoners who have committed extremely severe crimes.


United States of America

The nation with the most official fatalities by death penalty per year by capital punishment. The method they most commonly is lethal injection which is the most capital punishment method in almost all countries currently applying capital punishment to their very worst felons. As of January 1st 2020, 2620 people are on death row in the United States alone according to CNN. Moreover, capital punishment is legal in 28 of the 50 states which means the majority of states had not yet illegalized the death penalty. 

India

To this day India still practices the death penalty and had been averaging about 150 executions each year since 2009. However, what makes India and their practices of the death penalty is the methods they use. The two official methods of capital punishment in India are hanging and shooting. These two methods have caused outrage in the population one several occasions because of how inhumane and obsolete the indian public believes they truly are. Moreover, capital punishment has been practiced in India for over 70 years.

Bahrain

One of the most peculiar nations in the world when it comes to their practices of the death penalty. In Bahrain, when a judge sentences a criminal to death, the king is informed of the decision and can veto or accept the decision per his opinion on the case. Furthermore, Bahrain stopped practicing the death penalty for years until they brought it back in 2006 with the execution of 3 male individuals.

Egypt

One of the nations with the least leniency in their judicial system. They tend to apply the death penalty to severe yet not extoritoniate crimes such as drug possesion or trafficking. In addition., they often have mass executions for groups of drug traffickers or terrorists which is one of the reasons it has some of the highest number of executions per year out of all nations regardless of their population which in no way compares to fellow nations like China or the United States. Moreover, they have been practicing the death penalty for several decades and their most common method of execution is hanging.

Iran

One of the countries with the most yearly executions with their average for the last decade being considerably higher than 500 per year. They also use the death penalty to enforce islam´s religous rules and norms. For instance, if  you are caught drinking any alcoholic beverage you are sentenced to time in prison and on your fourth time getting caught with alcohol you are sentenced to death regardless of gender, age and other factors. The only factor which is an exception is nationality as these harsh punishments only apply to Iranian citizens. For further information on the death penalty and its regulations/application in Iran, visit https://www.fidh.org/IMG/pdf/Rapport_Iran_final.pdf.



Saudi Arabia

Saudi Arabia has been practicing the death penalty for decades. They have averaged over 100 executions per year since the year 2000 and their most common method is a firing squad. The subject will stand with no protection whatsoever and a group of men with assault rifles or pistols will open fire rapidly and the criminal will be out in a matter of seconds because of the overwhelming number of bullets penetrating his organism. Moreover, a high percentage of their executions are in fact mass executions which they carry out when they convict terrorist groups or other malicious organizations. They have standed firm in their practices of capital punishment and don´t seem to be one of the nations on the verge of abolishing the death penalty. 

Syria

Syria has been practicing the death penalty for dozens of years and with the ongoing war in Syria, caputal punishment rates have only risen with convicted terrosits usually being sentenced to death. Executions are carried out painfully and shamefully, with the official method being hanging in public. They have shown no signs of wanting to pause their practices of the death penalty and have voted against the United Nations Moratorium on the Death Penalty along with several other middle eastern nations.

Yemen

Yemen has been in a civil war since 2015 which has resulted in its largest crisis ever. The nation applies the death penalty most commonly to murderers and terrorists with executions usually being carried out throguh shooting which is sometimes public. It has one of tge highest death penalty ratees per capita and the non existent leniency in its judicial system shows just that. Moreover, Yemen voted against the moratorium on the death penalty and oftenly advocates against the abolition of capital punishment.

Japan

Japan has practiced the death penalty for years and has never looked back. It currently only applies the death penalty when it comes to criminals charged with murder, Furthermore, the method of execution is hanging whcih is considered to be one of the most painful and inhumane punishments amongst all the methods currently used for executions. However, the people of Japan have shown in several occasions that they are strongly against the death penalty. Several protests have occurred in the last few years which have evoked lots of dialogue but no change.

Timeline of Events

	Date
	Description of event

	
1608


1833-1835

 
 
1930-1960
 




1965



1981

 


December 1993



18 December 2007

	“George Kendall becomes the first recorded execution in the new colonies”( also commonly known as the 13 colonies).

Dozens of U.S become banning public hangings, seeing them as “cruel for the victim and inhumane”.

Supreme court rules death penalty “unconstitutional” on several occasions, causing a few nations to ultimately abolish the sentence.


The Murder Act marks the official abolition of the death penaty in Great Britain.



The death penalty is officially abolished in France.


President Ramos' of the Phillipines and his administration “re-imposed the death penalty under Republic Act (RA) 7659 adopted by Congress. The law listed a total of 46 crimes punishable by death.”

United Nations moratorium on the death penalty passes with 104 votes in favor, 54 votes against and 29 abstantions.

	August 2019
	Tennessee goes on a spree of execution, resulting in the deaths of almost a dozen in the space of weeks, This kill spree caused national outrage and even protests in the region.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	




Relevant UN Treaties and Resolutions
United Nations moratorium on the death penalty
Voting summary: 104 voted for; 54 voted against; 29 abstained
Date: 18 December 2007
Resolution code: A/RES/62/149
The United Nations moratorium on the death penalty looked to step towards a global abolition of the death penalty. It brings awareness to the ethical issues behind capital punishment. Moreover, in december the general assembly will vote on another moratorium which if passed would temporarily abolish executions and help strive towards a world without capital punishment. 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Right s(ICCPR)
Date: 16 December 1966
Resolution code: 2200A (General Assembly)
The ICCPR was opened for signature in 1966 and immediately received great support from nations. Many nations adopted it and were largely influenced by it. In article 6, it speaks about the death penalty and it goes strongly against it. It also states that in nations that have yet to abolish capital punishment, the sentence should only be applied to the most severe crimes.



Previous Attempts to solve the Issue
· Former United Nations secretary general Ban Ki Moon from South Korea has voiced his hate for the death penalty on several occasions. In 2014, he delivered a speech to encourage nations to abolish the death penalty once and for all. He did so on world day against the death penalty and saw no true success as no countries questioned their death penalty policies as a result of the speech. “The death penalty has no place in the twenty-first century. I call on States that have not yet done so to ratify the Second Optional Protocol of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights aiming at abolition of the death penalty”, he stated during his speech.

· Moreover, all official UN resolutions on the death penalty have passed as they have ideas adovacting against capital punishment which is where an overhwelming majority of nations stands in regards to the issue. However, most nations who voted against these resolutions have yet to abolish the death penalty.


Possible Solutions
· A possible solution is to abolish the death sentence although it is vital to make sure to respect other nation's sovereignty while imposing this ban. Furthermore, another solution would be to only allow the application of capital punishment when the subject at hand has commited crimes violating international guidelines which could be set up through debate and dialogue in the conference. Experts have suggested that another efficient way of handling the issue would be to limit the amount of executions which can be carried out by a specific nation each year in order to make sure the death penalty is only imposed on the most inhumane and severe criminals of our world.
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