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Introduction
The Rohingya are described by the UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres as “one of, if not the, most discriminated people in the world.” They are an ethnic and religious minority that live in Myanmar (mostly in Rakhine State), where they face heavy discrimination and violence. They are not given citizenship rights, and are therefore considered stateless. They have limited freedom of movement. This violence, which has existed for decades, increased especially in 2017, when there were large and violent clashes between the Rohingya and the Myanmar military forces, also known as the Tatmadaw. The military’s crackdown during this time was described by the UN leader as “a textbook example of ethnic cleansing”. During this time period, an estimated 6,700 Rohingya have been killed. There have been allegations of sexual assault, and about 288 Rohingya homes were burned. This violence directly drove about 70,000 Rohingya to leave their homes, fleeing to Bangladesh or other nearby countries, where they live in crowded refugee camps with little access to education, food, and other basic supplies. Other Rohingya were forced from their homes to IDP camps in Rakhine, where they don’t have access to sanitary conditions, food and water, education, and healthcare. This violence that has forced the Rohingya from their homes, while condemned by many international agencies, has been denied by the government of Myanmar The country’s de facto leader, state counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi has faced heavy criticism for the violence in Rakhine State. She has tried to justify the Tatmadaw’s actions to the world, and has also limited access to Rakhine state for humanitarian aid agencies, journalists, and media providers. This has caused many organizations to doubt that Myanmar has been taking proper action to resolve the issue, such as by taking measures to stop the violence.  Now, both Myanmar and Bangladesh want to repatriate the Rohingya refugees. However, the Rohingya refuse to voluntarily return, until they are given the rights, such as citizenship rights, that they were denied of before and which caused the crisis. Another problem with repatriation is that many of their old villages have been burned, leaving them without a place to return to. 

How the issue started
The Rohingya have been the victims of persecution since the 1940s, when they sided with England in World War II and Myanmar sided with Japan. The Rohingya are seen by Myanmar as illegal immigrants from Bangladesh, despite that fact that many trace their heritage in Rakhine State back centuries. 
They aren’t recognized as one of Myanmar’s official 135 ethinic groups, and are not given citizenship. This greatly limits their rights. The majority of Myanmar’s population looks down upon the Rohingya, and have even participated in communal violence against them, such as in 2012. This setting of persecution and limited rights, as well as some violent crackdowns (especially in 2016 and 2017), has caused the Rohingya to leave Rakhine State in mass numbers to other countries. This violence, and mass influx of refugees, has increased international attention to the issue.

What the issue is about
The situation of the Rohingya is a dire one. There have been many allegations of genocide, crimes against humanitiy, and violation of international human rights law on account of the Tatmadaw towards the Rohingya. There is a refugee crisis in the area, and there are also many Internally Displaced Persons camps in Myanmar without access to basic services. The persecution of the Rohingya must also be fixed to give  them fair and deserved rights. Solving the Rohingya Muslim crisis is about finding a solution for a large group of persecuted people to no longer be stateless, and giving them a safe place where they can flourish and be seen as equals. 
There are a lot of clashes and issues that make this problem difficult to solve. Both Myanmar and Bangladesh wish to repatriate the refugees, yet this repatriation must occur voluntarily - and with dignity, respect, and safety. However, this seems very unlikely, as the Rohingya refuse to return until the root causes of the violence and persecution they have faced has been solved. These root causes include discriminatory laws, lack of citizenship and rights, and perspective treatment towards the Rohingya not only by the Myanmar authorities, but by Myanmar citizens/civilians as well. 
Many UN resolutions and committees have issued recommendations to attempt to solve the crisis. These recommendations, however, have not made much of an impact, as the government of Myanmar hasn’t taken measures to implement them. There is also the question of holding Myanmar and the Tatmadaw accountable for the violence against the Rohingya - which many countries have supported and has been acted upon. 
The large amounts of Rohingya refugees living in countries such as Bangladesh, Malaysia, India, and Indonesia are also a growing issue. They usually live in crowded conditions, with limited access to basic needs. Host countries are struggling to provide adequate finances from their already tight budget to support these refugee camps. Many host countries have begun to turn back refugees, since they don’t have the resources to support them, and they have called for the Rohingya to be repatriated back to Myanmar, which is a problem in itself. 
· It is about trying to help persecuted people not be stateless anymore, and helping them to have a safe place to flourish and be seen as equals. 
· Should we repatriate the refugees, even though they don’t want to return unless they have more rights?
· How will we solve the root causes of the crisis - mainly discriminatory laws and beliefs towards the Rohingya?
· Will Myanmar really follow the recommendations? 
· Should we hold Myanmar and the Tatmadaw accountable? If so, how?
· How should we help the Rohingya refugees?

Implications of the issue/topic at hand
To solve this issue, much humanitarian aid will be needed. The Rohingya cannot live as refugees in crowded camps for much longer. So far there have been resolutions that urge for Myanmar to allow humanitarian aid into their territory, but the response to these requests has been half-hearted at best. Because of this, there is limited humanitarian and media access into Rakhine, so it is difficult to find out what is happening in the area. Discriminatory laws must also be addressed, and  many Rohingya and international powers want top military officers to be held accountable for their crimes. 




Definition of Key Terms
Rohingya
“Rohingya” is a self-identifying term that began in the 1950s. It comes from the words  “Rohan” meaning “Arakan” (the former name of Rakhine State, where most Rohingya in Myanmar live), and “ga” or “gya”, which means “from”. The name ties the Rohingya to their believed ancestry to the Muslim traders that settled in the Arakan Kingdom (now Rakhine state) in the 1400s, as well as the Muslims that joined them in the 1800s and early 1900s, when Rakhine was a colony of British India. Many trace their ties with the area back generations.
The Rohingya are an ehtnic and religious minority that live in Myanmar, specifically in the Rakhine State region (where they make up approximately 30% of the population). They pratice a Sufi-inflected version of Sunni Islam, which makes them a minority in largely-Buddhist Myanmar. They have their own language, culture, and ethnicity that is different to that of the rest of Myanmar’s population. When Myanmar was given independence in 1948, their government didn’t accept the Rohingya’s origins and didn’t recognize them as an official ethinic group of the country.  Before 2017, out of the 3.5 million Rohingya  in the world, it was estimated that about 1 million were still living in Myanmar - but now even more have fled due to the increasing violence and persecution. They have been described as one of the world’s most persecuted people. Their homes and mosques have been burnt by the Tatmadaw, and they have suffered violence and sexual abuse, as well as persecution.

Stateless
When a person is stateless, they are not a citizen of any country. The Rohingya, as a group, are stateless. They are denied citizenship in Myanmar because of the 1982 Citizenship Law, which denies them rights and opportunities. They only have certain areas where they can live, and they have restricted access to necessities

Tatmadaw
Tatmadaw is the official term for the Myanmar security forces. They are especially brutal towards the Rohingya, having burned their homes, killed them, used violence against them, and sexually assaulted them.

Rakhine State
Formerly known as the Arakan Kingdom, Rakhine State is the home to most of the Rohingya that live in Myanmar. The Rohingya claim to have lived in the area for centuries. They make up about 30% of Rakhine State’s population. Rakhine State also is the least developed state of Myanmar. It has a 78% poverty rate, while the national average is 37.5%. Rakhine has widespread poverty, poor infrastructure, and few employment opportunities. This worsens the divide between the Myanmar Buddhists and the Rohingya Muslims, who have already had conflict because of their religious differences.

Cox’s Bazar
Cox’s Bazar is the region in Bangladesh that houses large numbers of Rohingya refugees. These refugee camps are the largest and most densely populated in the world. There are over 850,000 Rohingya refugees that live in about 34 settlements in the Cox’s Bazar district. There, there is limited access to education and job opportunities. The camps are very crowded - most families only have a 1 room shelter. Hygiene products such as soap are hard to come by. Food is limited, and over 60% of the water supply is contaminated.
Genocide
Genocide is deliberatly killing the members of a certain nation or ethnic group, with the aim of destroying that nation or ethnic group. The Tatmadaw and Myanmar have been charged of genocide against the Rohingya, because of all of the violence and crimes they have committed against them. The government, however, denies these charges. The Gambia has brought Myanmar to the International Court of Justice (ICJ) on conviction of genocide.

Repatriation
Both Bangladesh and Myanmar wish to repatriate the Rohingya refugees. This would mean that the Rohingya would voluntarily return to Myanmar in safety and dignity. Myanmar and Bangladesh even signed an agreement for this repatriation in November of 2017. However, this failed because the Rohingya will not return unless given more rights, such as citizenship, and if they are no longer discriminated against. Considering that Myanmar hasn’t taken measures to fix these root causes, the repatriation has not yet occurred.

ARSA
ARSA stands for the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army. Formerly known as Harakah al-Yaquin, ARSA is a Rohingya militant group who claims that their main goal is to“defend, salvage, and protect” the Rohingya against the repression they face from Myanmar “in line with the principle of self-defense”. Myanmar’s government has called them a terrorist organization, yet ARSA’s spokesman said that they didn’t have any links to juhadist groups, claiming that ARSA only existed to fight for recognition as an ethnic group for the Rohingya. Their leader is Ata Ullah, a Rohingya born in Pakistan who was raised in Saudi Arabia. ARSA operates from Rakhine State. It was responsible for both the October 2016 attacks and the August 2017 attacks (in which they killed Tatmadaw members), which they performed using only knives and homemade bombs. ARSA has mostly homemade weapons, but there is some evidence that their weapons are veterans from other conflicts.


Background Information
· Brief explanation of the situation
· Select several significant events which occurred in relation to your topic. (i.e. Topic is terrorism, one of the significant events is the 911 attack in New York)
Explanation of the Situation
The Rohingya face grave human rights abuses both by Myanmar and at the hands of the Tatmadaw. By Myanmar they are discriminated against in the people’s sentiments, the 1982 Citizenship Law, and other limited rights, such as restrictions on movement. For example, the Rohingya weren’t even able to participate in the national consensus in 2014 - because a Buddhist nationalist group threatened to stop the consensus if the Rohingya could identify as “Rohingya”, they were only allowed to participate if they identified as Benglai.(11)The Tatmadaw has committed grave offenses against the Rohingya, such as arson, violence, sexual assault, forced displacement, crimes against humanity, and genocide. Myanmar’s government has conintued to deny allegations of genocide, as they still consider the Rohingya to be inferior to them. Myanmar, as well as not giving Rohingya proper rights or citizenship, does not stand up for them either. The relations between Myanmar and the Rohingya have only worsened after the October 2016 and August 2017 attacks by ARSA, which resulted in a brutal military crackdown by the Tatmadaw, whcih was considered by many international agents to be genocide. These international powers have tried to solve the issue, such as by carrying out investigations into Rakhine State, giving Myanmar’s government many recommendations to help with the crisis, and by trying to send aid. However, these efforts have not done much to ease the situation, because much of the discrimiantion and negative sentiment that caused the issue is still present, and doesn’t allow for a safe, dignified, and voluntary repatriation of the Rohingya. 

Significant Events
1951 Refugee Convention and the 1967 Protocol - These resolutions are important to the Rohingya refugee crisis. They define the term “refugee”, give refugees rights, and state the legal obligations of countries to protect them. One of the resolution’s main principles, as stated in Article 33, is non-refoulement, meaning that a refugee cannot be returned to a country where they face threats to their lives or freedoms because of their religion, nationality, social group membership, or political opinion. This applies to the Rohingya especially, as they cannot be repatriated until the root causes of the crisis have been solved. DID MYANMAR SIGN?!?

The Genocide Convention - Also known as the 1948 Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, this very important resolution defines genocide and obligates the nations that ratified it to not commit, prevent, and punish genocide. It requires those that ratified it to make laws to ensure that these goals were met, adn to properly punish all people guilty of genocide, whether they be were rulers, public officials, or individuals. Myanmar has ratified this convention, and is facing a charge of genocide in the International Court of Justice by The Gambia. 

The 1982 Myanmar Citizenship Law - This law requires that all those who apply for citizenship have to belong to one of Myanmar’s national races (which doesn’t include the Rohingya), or have ancestors that settled in Myanmar before 1823, which was when England began to occupy Arakan State.. If a person wants to be a naturalized citizen, then they must have conclusive evidence that their parents entered and lived in Myanmar before its independence in 1948. However, many Rohingya can’t give conclusive evidence that their ancestors lived in Myanmar before 1823 and 1948, which denies them of the possibility of getting Myanmar citizenship. Because they don’t have citizenship, the Rohingya have restrictions on their freedom of movement, and they don’t have access to education beyond the primary school years. They also can’t hold public office. This law, along with the anti-Rohingya sentiment prominent among much of Myanmar’s mainly Buddhist population, creates a hostile environment for the Rohingya that live there.

Major Countries and Organisations Involved
· Small description of every major country and organisation involved.
· Where the issue is happening.
· Who is aiding the issue.
· Etc…

Myanmar
Myanmar is the country where the Rohingya are from. In Myanmar, the Tatmadaw have, and still arem committing grave crimes against the Rohingya. Myanmar has a largely Buddhist population, most of whom look down upon the Rohingya. Their laws further make the situation in the country more hostile for the Rohingya. Their government has denied the allegations of genocide and the human rights violations of the Rohingya. 

Bangladesh
Bangladesh has been the first destination for fleeign Rohingya ever since 1978, because of its close proximity, its mostly Muslim population, and because their authorities orginally recognzied the humanitarian needs of the Rohingya. Bangladesh now is home to hundreds of thousands of Rohingya refugees, most of whom reside in the Cox’s Bazar Region. Hosting all of these refugees puts an enormous strain on Bangladesh’s resources. For this reason, Bangladesh wants to repatriate the Rohingya refugees back to Myanmar. 

ASEAN
ASEAN stands for the Association of SouthEast Asian Nations. Its members include the Philippines, Indonesia, Vietnam, Singapore, Malaysia, Myanmar, and many more. ASEAN has the ability to help pressure Myanmar into improving the situation of the Rohingya in their country. However, ASEAN hasn’t made significant measures to do so because of the ASEAN policy of not interfering in one another’s domestic affairs. 

The Annan Advisory Commission on Rakhine State
The Annan Advisory Commission on Rakhine State was formed by Aung Saan Syu Kyi just weeks before the October 2016 attacks. It is led by former UN Secretary General Kofi Annan. The commission has released reports on the Rohingya crisis, most of which call for urgent action to improve the freedoms of Muslims in Rakhine State. The commission also made recommendations to the Myanmar government in 2017 about alleviating the ethnic strife and solving the impoverished conditions in Rakhine. However, a few days after the report was released, ARSA attacked the Tatmadaw, igniting a military crackdown. Myanmar said that this disrupted their progress on the commission’s recommendations.

The UN
The UN has taken lots of action to try and improve the situation of the Rohingya. They performed the Independent International Fact Finding Mission on Myanmar, which revealed concerning evidence about grave crimes committed against the Rohingya in Myanmar. The UN has adopted many resolutions on the issue.  These resolutions include A/HRC/RES/39/2 (27) and A/RES/73/264  (41) . They condemned the violence that had occured, asked for an investigation into the allegations against the Tatmadaw, asked that those who had a large role in the violence be held accountable, requested full and unhindered access to the area for journalists, as well as for humanitarian aid. They also asked that Myanmar reconsider discriminatory laws. The UN Security council released the statement S/PRST/2017/22, which condemned the ARSA attacks, as well as the violence in the area. They expressed concern about the human rights situation in the area. The Security Council reaffirmed their  commitment to Myanamr’s sovereignty, political independence, tunity, and territorial integrity. They also supported Myanmar during its transition in democracy, and said that it is important to build security and justice sectors, as well as requesting an end to Tatmadaw violence and more access to the area. They also asked that Myanmar address the root causes of the issue. (42) While these resolutions have good intentions and made requests that seem capable of improving the situation, it is unsure of how much they will accomplish. Myanmar has been reluctant to take important measures to stop the root causes of the crisis. 

China
China has the position to promote positive outcomes of the Rohingya crisis. However, it has supported its ally Myanmar as it deals with the serious crimes that it has been allegated of. China has “shielded” Myanmar from being held accountable for the crimes against the Rohingya. China didn’t support the UN Security Council draft resolution on the issue, and tried to stop the Security Council from briefing about the genoicde. China sympathizes with Myanmar, and while it condemns the violence that has occurred in the country, they support Myanmar to safeguard the peace and stability in Rakhine State. China has brokered meetings between the Rohingya and Bangladesh, and has worked to repatriate the Rohingya. Some believe that China has been taking these efforts because they have key interests in Rakhine.

Timeline of Events
· Timeline of main events within the crisis. This includes:
· Dates
· “Name” of event.

	Date
	Description of event

	WWII
	During WWII, the Rohingya sided with the British, while the rest of Myanmar’s population supported Japan. This increased tensions between the two groups. 


	1948
	In 1948, Myanmar (then known as Burma) was officially declared to be its own country. Already at this time there were anti-Rohingya campaigns by the Myanmar population. 


	1978
	In 1978, the Tatmadaw committed a “bloody rampage”, which involved killing, arson, and rape. This caused over 200,000 Rohingya to leave Myanmar, forming a mass exodus. However, most of the people who left during this time were forced to return to northern Rakhine State, where the government had taken measures to divide the Rohingya and the Rakhine Buddhists.

	1982
	In 1982 the 1982 Citizenship Law, which is a root cause of the crisis, was passed. This law makes it nearly impossible for Rohingya to get Myanmar citizenship, leaving them stateless and without fundamental rights and freedoms. 

	1991
	In 1991, the Tamadaw committed atrocities similar to those that they committed in 1978. This dorve over 250,000 Rohingya to flee from the country, creating yet another mass exodus from 1992-1993. Along with those who left in 1978, many of those who fled at this time were forced to return to Rakhine State, where they were separated from the Rakhine Buddhists. 

	June 2012
	In June of 2012, Rakhine political parties, and local monks, created pamphlets and public address that demonized the Rohingya and promoted the cleansing of the Rohingya from Rakhine state and all of Myanmar, and called for the Buddhists to isolate the Rohingya and limit their access to food, other necessary supplies, and livelihood opportunities. There was an increase in communal violence against the Rohingya. Myanmar security forces destroyed mosques, mass arrested people, blocked humanitarian aid from being given to the Rohingya, and sometimes forcibly displaced Muslims. 

	September 2016
	In September of 2016, the Annan Advisory Commission on Rakhine State was formed. This commission has made many recommendations to Myanmar, especially on the topic of the Rohingya crisis. They voiced concern about the treatment of the Rohingya and gave recommendations for the issue to be resolved. However, the commission has had a limited effect on helping the Rohingya. 






	October 9 2016
	On this date, ARSA performed coordinated attacks on the Border Guard Police headquarters and two other bases, killing 9 Myanmar police officers. This greatly angered Myanmar - after these attacks, the Tatmadaw began to perform “clearance operations” in Rakhine, and used “overwhelming retaliatory force” against the Rohingya. There were mass killings, gang rape, and the burning of villages. This violence drove many Rohingya to leave Rakhine. ARSA also increased their authority in Rohingya villages, killing dozens of Rohingya men that had links to Myanmar authorities. They also increased their training and created more IEDs (improvised explosive devices). Myanmar used ARSA’s violence as an excuse to put off the Annan commission’s recommendations on the issue. 

	March 2017
	 In March of 2017, the UN Human Rights Council established the Independent International Fact-Finding Mission on Myanmar (IIFFMM) to investigate the alleged human rights violations and abuses by the Tatmadaw in Myanmar.

	November 6, 2017
	The Security Council released statement S/PRST/2017/22 on November 6, 2017. This statement details on the Rohingya crisis. It voices concern and condemns the violence, both on ARSA’s and the Tatmadaw’s sides. It asks that the violence be stopped and that Myanmar address the root causes of the issue.



	August 25, 2017
	From 1 AM to dawn of August 25, 2017, ARSA launched attacks on about 30 Border Guard Police Posts. These attacks were performed in human waves of hundreds of people, mostly untrained villagers with farm tools and IEDs for weapons. These attacks were responsible for the deaths of 14 security force members, one government official, and 371 militants. ARSA claimed that they were responsible for the attacks, and said that they did so because of the security force raids. The Tatmadaw responded with a “brutal counter-insurgency” against the Rohingya, along with the support of local Buddhist mobs. They attacked and burned Rohingya villages, as well as attacking civilians. A UN Human Rights official said that 1,000 had been killed in the violence, but this number is not definite due to the restricted access to the area. Since the August 2017 violence, vabout 410,000 Rohingya have escaped to Bangladesh and other countries, going to already full refugee camps.  Since these attacks, Myanmar has severely limited access to northern Rakhine State, only allowing the Red Cross to enter and allowing the World Food Programme to give both the Rohingya and Buddhists food via the government. 

	November 23, 2017
	On this date, Myanmar and Bangladesh signed the Memorandum of Understanding to repatriate the Rohingya refugees. Bangladesh has been giving Myanmar information about the Rohingya so that they can be verified and repatriated. However, Bangladesh has complained that Myanmar hasn’t verified enough Rohingya. Myanmar said that they would accept Rohingya who had identity documents that were given to them by governments in the past. The refugees would need to fill out forms with names of family members,their old addresses, birthdays, and a statement of voluntary return. However, many Rohingya worry that this paperwork would prevent them from getting citizenship on the basis of their ethnicity. While they have agreed to return the Rohingya, almost none have actually repatriated. THis is because repatriation must occur voluntarily, and the Rohingya refuse to return to Myanmar until they are given citizenship and more rights.

	September 27, 2018
	On this date, the UN Human Rights Council adopted resolution A/HRC/RES/39/2 on Myanmar. This called for protecting the Rohingya’s human rights, and for an investigation into the allegations of the human rights abuses committed by the Tatmadaw. It also asked that Myanmar take measures to decrease the discrimination against the Rohingya.



	January 22, 2019
	On January 22, 2019, the UN General Assembly adopted a resolution on Myanmar - resolution A/RES/73/264. This resolution took measures to stop the violence in Rakhine state, and asked Myanmar to reconsider laws discriminatory towards the Rohingya. The General Assembly also asked for an investigation into the human rights allegations. 

	November 11, 2019
	This was the day when The Gambia (a Muslim majority nation), along with the support of the 57 member states of the Organization for Islamic Cooperation, launched a lawsuit against Myanmar for the crime of genocide at the International Court of Justice. The Gambia claimed that it was in conflict with Myanmar about the interpretation and application of the Convention because of the Myanmar government’s treatment towards the Rohingya. Both Myanmar and The Gambia have ratified the Genocide Convention, meaning that Myanmar could be punished by the court for not following the Convention’s rules. The Gambia has also asked for provisional measures to be taken to ensure that the atrocities committed against the Rohingya are stopped as quickly as possible. These provisional measures were finally granted in 2020. 
· The Gambia wants the ICJ to say tha tMyanmar violated the Genocdie Convention, that they must stop their acts that are gonicidal and implement measuers to prevent future genocide, that Myanmar must punish those who committed genocide in their domestic legal systm, that Myanmar has to pay reparations to the Rohingya, like letting them return, giving them citizenship, and making sure their human rights are protected, and that Myanmar has to show that it intends not to further violate the Genocide Conveniton.

	November 14, 2019
	On this date, the International Criminal Court allowed the prosecutor to perform an investigation for the alleged crimes in the ICC jurisdiction of Bangladesh.



	October 2019
	The head of the UN IIFFMM told the General Assembly that Myanmar has not met the Genocide Convention’s obligations to prevent, investigate, and persecute genocide. The IIFFMM has found evidence of serious human rights and humanitarian violations. The UN, and many international players, expressed grave concern at the report’s findings.

	Present Day
	Up until today, there has still been violence, in the form of airstrikes, IEDs, and heavy artillery in Rakhine State. The global pandemic has also negatively impacted the Rohingya, especially those in refugee camps. 


	
	



Relevant UN Treaties and Resolutions
The UN Security Council Statement S/PRST/2017/22 
In this statement, the Security Council condemned ARSA’s attacks as well as the military crackdown that followed. They expressed concern about the human rights situation in Myanmar, and asked Myanmar to protect the Rohingya’s rights, and that they ensure that the Tatmadaw would not commit more violence against the Rohingya. The security council also worried about the lack of access to the area for humanitarian aid agencies to deliver aid and media to cover the issues occurring in the area. The council also said that it was important to investigate the allegations of grave crimes committed in Rakhine State.

The UN Human Rights Council Resolution A/HRC/RES/39/2
This resolution adopted by the Human Rights Council condemned the human rights violations and abuses that had occured in Myanmar, and called for a full independent investigation into the allegations. They also expressed concern about the IIFFMM findings. The resolution calls on Myanmar’s governments to protect the human rights of all those who live in its territory, including the Rohingya, and that they hold those who committed crimes accountable. The resolution asked for full and unhindered access into the area for human rights bodies and fact finding missions. They also urged Myanmar to follow the Advisory Commission’s recommendations, and to stop discrimination and predjudice. They also asked Myanmar to give Rohingya more freedom of movement, and increased access to education, livelihoods, shelter, and social services. They stressed the importance of a safe, voluntary, dignified and sustainable repatriation.

The UN General Assembly Resolution A/RES/73/264
This resolution adopted by the GA is similar to the other two resolutions mentioned above. The General Assembly called for a full investigation into the human rights violations in Myanmar. The resolution supports steps to stop the violence and human rights violations, and asked that Myanmar combat hate speech and use internaitonal dialogue to stop prejudice, hate, and discrimination against the Rohingya. They asked that Myanmar reconsider the 1982 Citizenship Law so that Rohingya would be given more rights. They asked for Myanmar to dismantle the IDP camps. They also urged that Bangladesh cooperate with Myanmar about repatriation, and that Myanmar create conditions to repatriate the refugees. They asked for humanitarian aid agencies to have full access to the region.

The Genocide Convention
Every country that ratified this document is obligated to stop, prevent, and punish the crime of genocide. Countries that ratified were also required to change or make new laws that would work towards this goal. They also must hold anyone, whether a public official, ruler, or individual, accountable if they have committed genocide. Myanmar has ratified this document. 

1951 Refugee Convention
This document states that refugees can only be repatriated voluntarily, and only to a place where they will not face discrimination and violence based on their ethnicity, race, religion, political views, gender, etc. 

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue
All of the resolutions mentioned above, while they had good intentions and listed good recommendations, didn’t do much to help solve the crisis. This is mainly because of Myanmar’s government. Their government still calls the Rohingya “Bengalis”, and believe that they are illegal immigrants from Bangladesh, besides the little evidence that supports this claim. While Aung Sann Suu Kyi, Myanmar’s de facto leader, condemned the human rights violations and the unlawful violence that had occured in Rakhine, and said that she felt “deeply for the suffering of all the people caught up in the conflict”, she also claimed that the Rohingya crisis had been distorted by “a huge iceberg of misinformation”. Myanmar has denied the evidence of the grave abuses committed against the Rohingya, and instead accused their critics of creating resentment between Buddhists and Muslims. Suu Kyi further said that there is “a lot of hostility” in the area, but that ethnic cleansing is “too strong a term” to describe the situation. She further said that the Rohingya tension was not one of the nation’s top priorities, further making it difficult to solve the issue. Myanmar said that if there had been war crimes committed, those guilty would be persecuted in Myanmar’s military justice system. The Myanmar authorities have denied many times that the Tatmadaw abuse ever occurred, and performed many uncredible investigations. They have not allowed for independent investigations, journalists, and humanitarian aid to have access to the areas controlled by ethnic armed groups and have created oppressive laws, to prevent further research into the situation. Now journalists in Myanmar find it impossible to do their job without fearing for their safety, or having to speak in favor of the Myanmar government. Journalists have been put in jail for speaking against the government, detailing the atrocities that the Tatmadaw and Myanmar government had committed, and for speaking about human rights. Some suggest that the country’s leaders may support the Tatmadaw because they want to support their country. Also, most of the people in the Buddhist-majority country of Myanmar either don’t care about or despise the Rohingya - so by supporting the Tatmadaw, leaders may gain voters. 

Myanmar has taken some measures to solve the issue. They created the Union Enterprise for Humanitarian Assistance, Resettlement, and Development, which is a national fund for Rakhine State, and called for the country to donate money towards the fund. So far, the fund has received about $20 million, and Myanmar has created 9 task forces to help the development. They also signed the Memorandum of Understanding with Bangladesh to help repatriate the refugees. Myanmar also pledged that they would dismantle the IDP camps in Rakhine State, but they haven’t taken very many measures on the topic. However, they haven’t taken measures to solve the root causes of the issue so that the Rohingya could be repatriated - there are still discriminatory laws and resentment towards the Rohingya in Myanmar. Until these issues are solved, the Rohingya will not repatriate. 

For these reasons, many of the measures stated in these resolutions have not been implemented by the country of Myanmar. Myanmar has used ARSA’s violence, as well as other conflicts, to put off implementing the recommendations. Since they still consider the Rohingya to be illegal immigrants, and because the rest of Myanmar’s population have anti-Rohingya sentiment, the government is wary of giving the Rohingya more rights and freedoms. 


Possible Solutions
The power of ASEAN means that ASEAN could have an important role in helping solve the crisis. ASEAN could put economic pressure on Myanmar, and could build up the Bali Process to create a common regional framework about refugees and illegal migrants. ASEAN should also give Myanmar more humanitarian assistance. ASEAN could also pressure Myanmar into stopping the crimes in Rakhine and into allowing for humanitarian aid to enter the area. ASEAN could also request access to make sure that their financial contributions are being used in Myanmar effectively and are having a positive effect on all communities, especially the Rohingya. ASEAN and the EU could work together. The EU could give ASEAN funds from international forums to give ASEAN “useful tools” to help manage refugees. 

Humanitarian support is still necessary to prevent human catastrophes, and to lessen the burden of the Rohingya refugees on the resources of host countries. International countries should not engage with Myanmar’s military, as this could create further tensions with Myanmar. Foreign players could also put sanctions on Myanmar, but they would need to make sure that the sanctions would affect only the government, and not negatively impact the people. 

The root causes of the crisis - discrimination and negative sentiments towards the Rohingya in Myanmar - must be fixed for any sustainable solution can be presented. The Rohingya want citizenship rights, and the fundamental freedoms (such as freedom of movement and religion) that go with it. Those who committed grave crimes against the Rohingya should be held accountable. The problem is that Myanmar is very reluctant to take any of these measures. The members of Myanmar’s government have repeatedly denied the allegations of genocide and grave crimes against the Rohingya. Some believe that they have been doing so to stay on the good side of the rest of Myanmar’s population, who look down upon the Rohingya. They have half-heartedly taken some recommendations, such as beginning to dismantle the IDP camps in their territory, but their attempts have not done much to aid the crisis.  
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