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Introduction

Algerian Civil War
After gaining independence from France in 1962, Algeria quickly became unstable, with many disputes among high ranking officials and government. This ended under Boumedienne’s military rule. He pushed for socialism and organized elections. However his rule remained a one-party system run by the FLN. Boumedienne nationalized all of their natural resources and pushed for an oil based economy. After his death in 1978, coronel Chadli Bendjedid took over and reformed the country. He decentralized the government, liberalized the press, and liberalized the economy. 
Revolutions in Iran, and the war in Afghanistan spurred islamist support in Algeria. The drop in oil prices in the 80’s, rise of unemployment, rise in foreign debt, and an intense drought, coupled with a rapidly rising population left the country impoverished and rioting. A new constitution passed in 1989 ended the one-party system, and the FIS (Front Islamique du Salut), quickly rose as a popular Islamist political party, based on the population’s frustration at the corruption and failure of the FLN’s government. 
This caused tensions between the FIS and the military-based FLN. The FIS won the most seats in the National People’s Assembly’s first round of balloting in 1991. This caused the army to intervene and cancel the elections. This marks the start of the Algerian Civil War. 
The years that followed were full of negotiation attempts while hundreds of thousands of civilians died. 
The FIS had been made illegal by Zeroual, other Islamic groups emerged rapidly, such as the GIA (Group Islamique Armé), or the AIS (Armée Islamique du Salut)
In 2004, president Bouteflika offered a charter (Charter for Peace and Negotiation), establishing that all militant groups would be pardoned if they surrendered voluntarily. This was opposed by many victims and international human rights groups. However most militants surrendered, with the exception of a GIA splinter group called the GSPC (Salafist Group for Preaching and Combat, Groupe Salafiste pour la Prédication et le Combat).
This group kept carrying out bombings throughout Algeria. In 2007 they renamed themselves “Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb” (AQIM). They continued relentlessly attacking the capital, Algiers. However, the government managed to force them out, and they moved on to terrorize the Sahel region, expanding into Nigeria, Mali, and Mauritania. 

Pan Sahel Initiative 
The Pan Sahel Initiative (PSI), was a US funded counter-terrorist program initiated in 2002. The special forces from Special Operations Command Europe (SOCEUR) train platoons in Mali and Mauritania with the goal to secure borders between Mali, Mauritania, Chad, and Niger, combat terrorism in the region and improve cooperation among these states. The US claims to support these nations for two prime US interests: the war on terror, and enhancing regional peace and security (US Department of State). In 2005, the Pan Sahel Initiative evolved into a more ambitious project, the Trans-Saharan Counter-Terrorism Partnership (TSCTP), in which numerous countries joined this US-led project (now involved were: Mali, Mauritania, Chad, Niger, Algeria, Morocco, Tunisia, Nigeria, and Senegal) .

Algerian militants “Salafist Group for Preaching and Combat” (GSPC)
Through the political turmoil in Algeria, islamic groups quickly rose to power, mainly the GIA (Group Islamique Armé). This group went on a campaign of terror in order to impose Islam in the state. When president Bouteflika offered the Charter for Peace and Negotiation, most militants gave up their arms, except for a splinter group, the Salafist Group for Preaching and Combat (GSPC). 
This group kept their terror campaign throughout Algeria. In 2007 they fused with Al-Qaeda, to form AQIM, (Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb).

Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM)
Early in the coalition between the GSPC and Al-Qaeda, the GSPC was completely independent and served as a recruitment center for Al-Qaeda in Iraq.
In 2007, they formally coalesce, forming Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb. Still maintaining some independence in leadership, they have a different agenda from Al-Qaeda in Iraq, and have plans on a global scale. After the union with Iraqi Al-Qaeda, similar jihadist groups from Lybia, Morocco, or Tunisia soon followed and joined AQIM. A principal axis in their ideology is a jihad against Christians, Jews, and “apostate” states. These apostate states refer to other muslim states which do not follow the same fundamentalist ideology, and are therefore seen as apostate. The signature acts of terror of this group are suicide bombing. There was a massive string of these in 2007, three simultaneous ones in April, targeting the Government Palace, a gendarmerie, and a police station. There were also suicide bombings that year at a motorcade where president Biutaflika was present, but unharmed, at the United Nations regional seat, and Algerian Constitutional Court. However in 2008 the level of violence was reduced. While the suicide attacks continued, they generally didn’t cause as many victims as they had in 2007, and the number of attacks massively reduced. 
AQIM grew weak from here due to several circumstances. One of these was Iraqi Al-Qaeda’s own war with insurgents, which tarnished Al-Qaeda’s reputation, and by extension, AQIM’s, the number of new recruits diminished from here. The Algerian government also did a good job of fighting AQIM, as they decided to target smaller independent jihadist cells within their borders, reducing the amount of recruits AQIM could take from there, and allies in the region. Furthermore, AQIM’s North African jihad dream was ruined due to the Lybian Islamic Fighting group joining with Al-Qaeda directly, instead of AQIM, and Morocco and Tunisian jihadist groups working independently. Due to this collapse, AQIM has been forced to maintain their sights on Algeria. However, this was also paired with a popular backlash claiming that AQIM had returned to killing innocent civilians, instead of purely military, or governmental targets. There was an attempt to mitigate this through propaganda, playing down the local casualties caused by them, and exaggerating the ones caused by rivals.
Regardless of the circumstances, AQIM still had plans across borders. They participated in a trans-Saharan net of illegal drug, weapons and jewel trafficking, as well as human trafficking. This was paired with minor attacks across borders into other neighbouring states. This is one of the reasons the Pan Sahel Initiative was changed to the Trans-Saharan Counter-Terrorism Partnership. 

This issue is however, more complex than a simple counter-terrorist campaign for several reasons:
Firstly, there are a number of diverse and independent terrorist groups in the Maghreb, so although there are important groups such as AQIM, defeating one won’t make the area safe. Killing AQIM’s leader, Droukdel has not brought peace to the region, as these groups are flexible and soon find new leaders.
Secondly, the presence of European and American forces encourages AQIM propaganda, which heavily relies on their presence as “crusaders”, and encourages more people to join AQIM against these “western imperialists”. The presence of a large quantity of European and American soldiers can be viewed as neo-colonialist, and make the ally governments skeptical.
The involvement of states’ not from the Maghreb region is due not only to their counter-terrorist strategies, but also for their own benefits. There are uranium mines in Niger that France seeks to protect, as well as their position of power throughout North Africa, through pacts that allow for their armies to be present in Francophone countries. These armies have, in the past, been used for coups whenever the current leader acted against France, or any of these pacts. Undoubtedly, the US’s involvement is also not purely because of their counter-terrorist campaign, but also to gain some military presence in the area and exert some power. The US has many economic treaties with North African nations, and well knows that these would be lost if an anti-American government were to take power. Through the American Economic Program for North Africa (1999), the US declared that their intentions in the Maghreb were not only to support their governments and fortify their cooperation, but to encourage US treaties in the area, as well as US companies to profit from these. Another reason for US involvement is to claim greater support for Israel, as Israel finds enemies in Northern African states.

Definition of Key Terms

Terrorism
	No international consensus has been reached as to what an apropriate definition for terrorism is. However, many non-binding UN resolutions and treaties have attempted to define terrorism, and the definition here will be based on those. Terrorism will be defined as the criminal act of causing, or attempting to cause, physical or psychological harm to a group of people, or individuals with the intent of causing a state of terror through the general public, or a group of people, or to force a government or international organization to do, or abstain from doing, any action. This would constitute an offense to any of the relevant international treaties, conventions, or protocols. Any individual, or group, that has the intention of, or has committed, any act that falls under the previous definition, is therefore a terrorist individual or group.

Insurgency
	For the purposes of this conference, insurgency will be defined as a violent revolt against the state. An insurgency typically does not reach the proportions of a revolution, and insurgents are not counted as belligerents, hence, external states can aid the recognized government, but not the insurgents, unless the recognized government recognizes the insurgents as belligerents, or recognizes a state of civil war. 

Militia / Militant
	A militia is a small unofficial army composed of civilians with little training. Militias can be made by the state, or be independent from the state. A militant is not a registered soldier, and can be anyone who follows an idea and is willing to implement it through the use of force.

Salafism
	Salafists are fundamentalist Sunni muslims, who believe that Islam should return to its original moral and political beliefs, and follow the word of the Prophet. Salafism is viewed as a “purer” form of Islam, where national, or cultural associations are ignored, and instead they defend the implementation of an international Sharia law. However there are millions of Salafists internationally, and the beliefs among them are not common-place. Some Salafists believe they should spread their form of Islam through violence and force, while others condemn acts of violence and avoid politics altogether. 

Coalition
	A coalition will be defined as an alliance formed by two or more parties for the purpose of carrying out a common goal among the pertinent parties.

Propaganda
Propaganda will be defined as the spread of information, true or false, with the explicit purpose of convincing the general public, or a specific group of people, to act in a certain manner.

Background Information
During the Soviet-Afghan War, many Algerians left on an anti-Soviet jihad in Afghanistan, these were nicknamed “Afghans”. When these returned, the FLN’s one-party system had collapsed, and the FIS became the leading islamic party, however, the “Afghans” refused to support the FIS’s political jihad. They instead followed a more military-focused path, and looked towards insurgency in order to change the power, scaling to full-on civil war when the elections were cancelled in January 1992.
After this event, manny jihadist groups coallesced, forming the GIA. Which started a terror campaign against the government’s forces, secular individuals and civilians, and even the FIS. 
However, once the FIS reached a formal truce with the recognized government, the GIA had little power, and soon crumbled into many individual cells, out of which, the GSPC was born. Eventually, the GSPC and Al-Qaeda united to form AQIM, in order to increase their size, (September 11 2006). The newly formed AQIM now aspired to overthrow all opposing governments in Northern Africa. 
The Algerian counterterrorist campaign proved largely successful, and took back most Algerian land. This forced AQIM to take bases in other countries around the Sahel and attack military and governmental places from there.
As part of AQIM’s terrorist campaign in the Sahel, there was a wave of  kidnappings and assassinations of tourists, police, and government members. 
Operation Enduring Freedom – Trans Sahara (OEF-TS), now known as Operation Juniper Shield is an ongoing US-led operation that forms part of the US’s international war on terror. The principal role of the US, the UK, and Canada, is to support the nations under threat of AQIM, The states currently receiving training are:  Algeria, Chad, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Senegal, Nigeria, and Morocco. The training they receive is in order to increase cooperation and communication between these states and the US in an attempt to quash extremist groups. The training involves improvement of communication between these states, joint exercises to improve cooperation, logistical support, and sustaining regional operations. 

Major Countries and Organisations Involved

France
France promises to aid these countries against the Islamic insurgencies in these states, through Operation Barkhane. France has made pacts with the Sahel G-5 (Mali, Chad, Burkina-Faso, Niger, and Mauritania). Here, France offers thousands of troops to secure the region and borders, in cooperation with these states’ own military, as well as equipment such as helicopters, armored vehicles, and even drones.
However, many critics view France’s interests in the region as something else, they believe France wants to maintain control of these states, their economies and natural resources, as well as the uranium mines in Niger, which currently fuel France’s nuclear power plants. 

United States of America
The US has many reasons to intervene in this issue. Firstly, AQIM is a large source of revenue for Al-Qaeda and Daesh, as well as other terrorist groups in the area and Middle East. It would result beneficial for the US’s war on terror to put an end to AQIM’s reign on the Sahel. Secondly, the stability of the region is crucial for the US to maintain business in the area, and be able to freely cooperate economically with the states in it. 
However, the US has never introduced its own army in the area due to conflicting opinions on US intervention, it has instead sent special forces with the mission to train local militaries, and has sent resources and equipment to the armies on land. 



Mali
AQIM has started attacking Mali as another of their primary targets. Being one of the most powerful states in the region, Mali is spearheading the offensive against this terrorist organization with the aid of the other Sahel and Maghreb states. 
Mali is lending territory to the US for the purpose of military bases. They hope that through the training they receive from the US they may be better equipped to deal with the insurgencies. Mali has been at the core of the war, and their army has helped secure their country, and even assisted in operations in other nearby states. Through recent French-led operations in Mali, Droukdel was killed in Talhandak.


Timeline of Events

	Date
	Description of event

	February 22 2003
	A group of 32 European tourists are captured. These are later released through combat and ransom paid by the German government.

	May 15 2003
	Bombings in Casablanca kill 45 people.

	April 11 2007
	Suicide bombing at the ministry of Interiors in Algiers kills over two dozen people and wounds hundreds.



	December 11 2007
	Attack on UN building in Algiers kills over a dozen UN staff and leaves over a hundred wounded. 

	January 16 2012
	Conflicts erupt in Northern Mali.

	September 24 2014
	Herve Gourdel is beheaded. This was in response to a previous threat by ISIL against the French government, in which they threatened to behead Gourdel if France were to continue its repeated air strikes in the region.

	December 11 2014
	France kills the top commander of the Movement for Unity and Jihad in West Africa.

	June 5 2020
	Droukdel, AQIM’s leader for over a decade, is shot and killed by a French-led operation in Talhandak, Mali.

	
	

	
	

	
	




Relevant UN Treaties and Resolutions
Resolution 60/288 (2006)
The United Nations resolves to promote dialogue between the relevant parties and promote a culture of peace and tolerance, as well as promoting the cooperation among the relevant states, and providing assistance to the affected civilians. They also resolve to undertake some measures in order to minimize the number of terrorist attacks by denying terrorists the means to carry out the attacks. Lastly, they wish to protect human rights in the areas of conflict.

Resolution 1822 (2008)
The Security Council imposes measures on member states in order to damage terrorist organizations worldwide. These measures involve freezing their assets, and travel bans on individuals. They also encourage all member states to add individuals and organizations cooperating with Al-Qaeda to the Consolidated List. The resolution also tackles a lack of communication among the states, and calls for greater communication and cooperation in order to tackle the issue. 

Resolution 1904 (2009)
This resolution acts similarly to Resolution 1822 (2008), and attempts to enforce measures in order to prevent the transit of terrorist personnel, weapons, and finances. Also encourages the support for greater communication among the relevant entities and states. 

Resolution 2170 (2014)
This resolution strongly condemns the acts of terror of ISIL. It also demands that ISIL and other relevant organizations cease their acts of terror. Calls on all member states to act as necessary, within reason, in order to counter the incitement of terrorism, and extremism. It expresses that all member states should suppress the flow of terrorists within their state, and among states. All states must also attempt to suppress the means of financing of terrorist organizations to the best of their abilities. 

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue
International solutions have been attempted by the UN in the forms of resolutions, however these have generally failed. This is because the resolutions tackle generic things such as freezing AQIM’s international assets, installing travel bans, and border controls. AQIM raises a lot of their own money locally, and through illegal means, so attempting to strike at them economically has proven tough. Furthermore, AQIM travels through countries undetected and through unconventional means, making travel bans and border controls difficult to impose. The UN also has peacekeeping forces present, however there is no clear goal for these, and individual states often take to international cooperation outside the UN for military aid.
The US-led military and cooperative initiatives have proved themselves the most useful. They have successfully trained the Maghreb and Sahel armies to fight these insurgencies, and many successful operations have stemmed from this. The French-led operations have yielded similar results. Although these operations have proven more effective than the UN-led ones, they are still not enough to put an end to this conflict.

Possible Solutions
One possible solution to the issue would be to follow up on the current attempt by the United States and some European states to intervene indirectly in the conflict by supporting the Maghreb and Sahel states. However, this must be done covertly, and the western states must act in a purely supportive manner, otherwise this could stir popular unrest within the region, and cause an increase in AQIM volunteering. 
Another popular solution is to increase cooperation within the Sahel and Maghreb region. The current initiatives started by the UN and US are already tackling the lack of cooperation. Continuing down this line could prove beneficial, as cooperation would lead to an increase in the information held by the government and military with respect to the terrorist organizations they are all jointly attacking. An increase in cooperation would also result in a greater ability to pursue this organization cross-borders and an increase in the ability to run joint anti-terrorist operations.
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